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The Myſtery of Phanaticiſm, 


OR, TI RH E 


ARTIFICGES 


—— 


[DISSENTERS 


To Support their 


SC H I SM] 


Together with the 
Evil and Danger of them. 
Set forth in Several 


Letters to a FRIEND. 


Wherein is made appear, That nothing but 
the Subtilty- and Cunning of their Teach- 
ers, doth now hinder the People from 
Conformity. 


By « Divine of the Charch of En gland. 


2 Cor.2.11.We are not ignorant of | their] Devices. 
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\Mm- brinip in 4 great- nexaſure azfe a 


in Point of Argument ,is 'now 
merely apheld by Artifice ; and what it 
wants of Reaſon and Trath," is ſupplied by 
Subtilty and; Canning:\ And. becauſe the 
Diſcovery hereof may help to \undeceive 
and. open the Eyes of ſore well-meaning, 
but unwiry People , it may. not be altope- 
ther an unprofitable Tak, to lay open theſe 
Devices, that they may the better ſee how 
they are gulf d, and be the more aware of 
the Impoſture. > 

Truth '(-we know ) is willing to bt [een 
whth ' open Face, and hith thit Native 
£2 A 4 Beauty 
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(ip ) 
Beauty and Luſtre, that needs no Paint 


or Varniſh to recommend"it : But Error 
hath ſo foul and ugly a Complexion, that 


"makes 1t need_ana covet a Vizer to hide 


its Deformity , and can only be ſet forth 
by Fa'ſe and Artificial Colours. We read 
of ſome mens Works, that they cannot 
bear the Light,*and' therkfore come not to 
it, lelt their deeds ſhould be reproved : 
Such as theſe do but att a Part in Re- 
ligion , auth ogly play the: Realouds and 
Dovout \ and ave indeed tobe ſhun d 
ana acteſted of all men, as the worſt of 
Impoſtors; for they at once mork God, 


aa" acceive\ the. People; and" proſtitute 


#he-beſt things: to. the worſt" and vikſt 


-\ 4a Phat tov many ſuch there arc, our 
wnvappy Ace ran ſarly teftify :- For 'may 
we not daily. ſee the Sons of Craft atting 
pader. various Diſguiſes, and wheedling 
the Penple with their Pions Frauds? Do 


they not work #P0) the W, eakneſs of ſome, 


the Wilfulneſs of others, - ana: the Diſ- 
tontents of all; to ferve their 0:19; Ends 
upon them? :ind like Spiritual Mounte- 
ba'ks, cry up tieir Tnfallible Medicines 
for the Cure of Sbuls, merely to draw in 


6nd deceive the \unthinkipg Multitude. 
They 
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They are ſufficient ly acquainted both with 
the\ Inwor ance" aud. the Headineſs of the 
een 1and joy \ rhemſetves. t0-thens 
ly3"fe q\ ing that known Rule, 
pulus vultdecipi decipiarur.. With 
= apo mace Miotar do the Architetts 
of Scbiſth baildthtir Babel ji laying Hay 
aud Stubble upon the, F ali Chri- 
fſtiavity , which they at the.' ſame time - ' 
modes mine wy their. Hollowneſ's Nag: Hys 
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WY 
"a wi Ble ſed: 8; atriour forewaryed ' his 

Followers of ſuch falſe Teachers," that 

d come 78 'them in Theeps cloathing, Mat. 7.15; 

that 'is, with ſoft and ſmooth Pretences, . 

but inwardly were ravening wolves, di 

uiding'the Flock, that they may the more 

eaſily devour them, 4nd waking 4 Prey of 

them whom they pretend to feed. Theſe 

he afterward .deſcrib'd by their divided 

Dialet, one ſaying, Lo, here is Chrift, Mar. 24. 

and another, there. And when things 9.05 

come to this paſs, that one ſaith, Behold, 

he is 1n the held.;. a»other, he is 1n the 

{ſec:et chambers ; . « third, in the Conven- 

ticle.; "tis time to hearken to our Savi- 

our's Advice, Believe them not, and go 

not-after them. 


% 


The 


Atts 20, 
29, 30. 


Jude, v. 8. 
2 Tun. 3. 
G. 


2 Tim. 4. 


(ivi } 
=. h 4 -L/ x14, \ OF E 6 4 
Sedncers ,. tHet\ word arile in the.dateer 
days} ſpeaking perverſethings, toidraw 
diſciples: after -themiz/! Deſcribing them 
and freaking evil of..dignittes 3 dt arher 
t1witd Woo 


en plainly. potuting. at thets, 
their A raed houſes, and —_— 
ciÞtitedifly.-wolmen 5 laden with-divers 
luſts; thas beguiling the Weaker Sex 1 
who being led more by their Paſſions than 
Reaſon .are:imore eafily'{edur d by him. 
And therefore. we \ arc, exhorted, to:mack 
them!:that-caule divilions, and. avoid 
them 3: for they Jerve not, our Lord Jes 
ſys Ghritt; but ther own | belly:;..and 
with good words ant. fiir ſpeeches des 
ccive-the hearts of the fample. - - | , 


And: cr-Chrif whil his. Aobles: bovis 


"thus forewarn'd us of falſe:Teachers, - who 


by their ſubtle Inſinuations wonld: (if it 
were  pdfſible-) deceive the very ele ; 


fo hawe they foretold the Giddineſs and 


Inſt ability.of fome among the People, who 
would hearken too mnch to their falſe Inft- 
nations , and be eafily deluded by them; 
[ heſe are deſcrib'd by their anwillingneſs 
to hear avd endure ſougd doQrine, and 

heaping 
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heaping to themſelves teachers, having 
ieching. ears ; 4y which weaviedVty:would 
turn from thetruth, and beturnedwato 
fables. - Both theſe vnyer oV a 
happily fulfl'd in. our Dexs; which affords 
t08 many [4d Inſtances both af. thearokuny 


Crafimeſ's of ſome tha lie 4w maituacde> 


ceive , and the too great Eaxſine(s. and 
Willingneſs of others to be deceived by 
them. 


$9othat we ave certainly fallen into theſe 
perilous Times, in ich the Apoſtle fore- 
fold, that men ſhould be lovers of them- 
ſelves, traytors, heady , high-minded, 
lovers of pleaſures more than lovers of 
God; having a form of godlineſs, but 
denying the power thereof ; of w/om he 
wills ail wiſe men to beware, and to turn 


from them, 


Indeed there hath been no Age ſince the 


mn wholly free from Schiſmaticks 
and Impo 


ſftors ; but perhaps none ever af- 
forded ſuch Swarms of them, as our u= 


happy davs, in which, like the Flirs of 


Egypt, they are ſtill buzzing in the ears 
of ,t he; people,” and like the Frogs croaking 
in all corners of ihe Land. 


Is 


Lea. TL 


2 Tim. 3. 


I, 2, &C, 
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' Je-will not therefore be amiſs, to:rxpoſe 
to Pablick View the Frans and Fallaties of 
Falſe Feathers, to lay open the Evil and 
Danger of "them', that 'if we \. cannot 
wholly eare- the Schiſm,' we may preſerve 
4s many "as poſſible from the Contagion 
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LETTER L 


Ys 8 | 
Remember my Promile of giving 

- you ſome account of the Artifi- 
ces of Diſlentersto ſupport their 
Schiſm : Ang though this Myſe- 
ry of Iniquity hath ſome depths 


and intriegues that ' are. out of. the 


reach of '& vulgar. eye; yet there are 
other Devices that lie more open, and 
may be eaſily diſcern'd by. an ordinary 
Obſerver. | | 


And'here the 

Firſt thing that occurs to our view, is 
their great zeal and diligence in making 
Proſelytes ; in which they imitate, if 
not outdo, the zeal of the Phariſees , 
who compaſs ſea and land to make 4 pro- 


ſehze. 


This unwearied diligence of the Pha- 


riſees, is remark'd by our Saviour 
as an inſtance of their Hypocrily. 


B And 


Matt. 22. 


Matt. 23. 


(2) 
And the Jewiſh Writers tell us how 
they ufed their utmoſt endeavours in 
hunting after Profelyres, "not for their 
good, - but their own gain ; that they 
might ſome way or other drain their 
Purfes after they had drawn them into 
their Set: They ſpared no pains 
among all ſorts of Perſons, but eſpeci- 
ally among the Richer Widows, whom 
dy cheir {ubrle attraQtives they deſpoil'd 
of a-great part of their Subſtance : The 
Scripture hath recorded of them, That 
they devoured widows houſes, by their 


jong Prayers 3+ which they made to . 


ferve-as a long Grace to '/hallow and 
ſanctific their Oppreſſfion. In a word, 
they fiſh'd for Profelytes every where, 
and made a prey of all that they drew 
into their Net. And herein.rthey are 
equall'd, if not exceeded by our Difſent- 
ing Brethren ; the art and induſtry uſed 
by them to this purpoſe, being too: well 
known to needany proof. 1h, 
' TFhe chief things to be remark'd un- 
derthis Head, are, | 

1/#, The Perſons of whom theſe 
Proſelytes confift, 24d/y, Whence they 


are gathered: And -3d4/y, What they 
are Profelyted to, 


For 


ay 
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For the Parties on whom this Game 


| is plaid: They are not any Perſons of 
Education and Parts, who can ſee 


through'the diſguiſe, and diſcover. the 
Impofture ;. buc che weak and illiterate 
Vulgar 3 'whoſe want /of Judgment 
renders them:the more eaſy and liable to 
{eduction. : 

And-;here their [great buſineſs is -to 
flatter-and humour the common People, 
who are the fole Props 'and Members of 


the Conventicle ; | being : fearful - and 


tender. of diſpleating them , left they 
ſhould fly off, and Dazos fall with 
them; .and therefore we are told by a 
wile Obſerver of their ways, That the 
People are moſt truly the Guides, and 
that the Paſtors muſt follow them 
whomthey pretend to Conduit; which 
ſhews them to be rather Men-plcafers 
than ehe Servants of God. 

But whence are theſe Profelytes 
taken ? Why, out of the Parochial 
Eftabliſhed Churches, for they can be 
taken no where elſe; and weall know 
that the Conventicle is made up of a 
few ſtraggling Sheep gathered out of 
other Flocks, and drawn from the true 
Fold of the Catholick Church. 


B 3 Now 


(4) 

"Now theſe Parochial Churches, be- 
*ing by the Diffenters themſelves ac- 
knowledged to. be true: Churches of 
Chritt.; this can be no other .than ga- 
thering Churches- out of Churches; a 
thing ſeverely Condemn'd' by the Par:- 
tans of old, in the'Browniſts 5 and by the 
Presbyterians of late, 1n the: Ianaepen- 
dents, and other SeQtaries. - If you will 
peruſe the Presbyterian Writings, and 
particularly the Jus Divinumi/Regiminis 
Eccleſfiaſtici, the exatteft Book-that hath 
been written by them, © You will find 
* this pradtice of-- gathering Churches out 
&* of Churches, and ſetting up: ſeparate 
* Meetings againſt an Eſtabliſhed Church, 
* bitterly iaveigh'd againſt as the Mother 
* of Confuſion, the Nurſe of | Schiſm, 
"*. and the Step-mother of Eadification. - 

How comes the caſe then to be thus 
alter'd, That gathering'Churches.out 
of Churches, - which was -formerly a 


heinous Crime, ſhould now. become not 


only a harmleſs thing, .but a neceflary 


Duty ? And what was ſo fiercely diſpu- 


ted againſt asa grievous Faction, ſhould 


now | be ſo earneſtly contended for, as. 


if 1t were the faith once delivered to the 
ſaints? Whart-is it that hath made this 


change *? Is Vice of a ſudden turn'd in- 
| ro 
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to Virtue? Or hath the Mother of Con- 
fulion chang'd the Breed, and brought- 
forth a purer ' way of Worthip and De- 
vortion? No; the Myſtery of it is, /T hat 


the Presbyterians upon the diſſolution of 


the Government, which they had -1n a 
great meaſure occalion'd , ' fed.. them- 
ſelves with hopes of being uppermoſt, 
and laboured hard to- bring the: other, 
Sects, that grew up under them, to the 
lureof their Diſcipline; and Then ſetting 
up Altar againſt' Altar, and gathering 
Churches out of Churches, were: vile 
and abominable things ; ' but finding 
themſelves opposd , and: indeed-over- 
top'd by the, Independents, and:-by the 
Re-eſtabliſhment of the Church upon 
its ancient Foundation, utterly defeated 
of all their /hopes,' they began then to 
lay the ſame game, \ and leſt they 
ſhould be left in the lurch, fell a gather- 
ing'Diſciples as faſt as-the other Sea» 
ries. ;\And "then all rheir own: Argus 
ments; taken from. Peace and Unity, 
which - were very' ſtrong: whillt they 
made for; Them, of a ſuddea loſt all their 
force: when- they were turned againſt 
them. - Moſt 'rare and well-grounded 
Divinity !-- 1d 2. = 


B 3 But 


( 6-) 

But what is it that theſe Induſtrious 
Men ſeek to make Profelytes to? Ts it 
to the embracing of Chriſtianity, or 
the praftice of real Piety and Virtue ? 
No; this were a very charitable and 
commendable Zeal indeed ; but 'tis'to a 
Party,' a Fattion ; to 'a Schiſm, -or Se- 
paration from a- true Church , which 
they themſelves have branded for the 
ſink of Errot, and the inlet of all Con- 
fuſion. So that jf the People would 
but open their Eyes, they might eaſily 
ſee their Leaders'aCting apainſt their 
own' Principles, and might condemn 
them out of their own mouths, 

But what is the end or deſign of this 
great diligence in making Proſelytes? 
Why, ' the plain deſign of it 1s the 
weakning the eſtabliſhed Church by 
drawing the Members from it; the 
ftrengthning their' own Party by adding 
Followers to it, and by degrees under- 


mining the Government in Church and- 


State, to draw the Power and Intereſt of 
borh '1nto their own hands. ' Great and 
noble deſigns indeed ! not for the pub- 
lick Good, but their” own-privare Inte- 


reſt and Ambition. And yer theſt'ap-/ 


parently lie at the bottom of theſe endea- 
VOUrs. 


Now 


(7) 


Now: this will lead us to conſider the 
evil and danger of ſuch PraGices, and 
that as well to the Parties Proſelyted, as 
thoſe that Proſelyte them. 

St. Paul ſharply rebaked this way 
of Profelyting, or Parry-taking among 
the Corinthians, though they made 
ſome 'of the  Apoltles., yea, Chrilt 


himſelf to be one of the Heads of the 


Party ; 'while one ſaith, I am of Paul, 
another I am of Apollos, another. I amnof 
Cephas, azother 1 am of Chriſt; - are-ye 
not carnal, and walk as men? Yes, as the 
worlt {ort”-of men; for 'ye divide 
Kingdoms, .read Churches, and tear in 
piecees thevery Body of Chriſt. -: .- 
Our Bleſſed Saviour was fo far from 
commendingthe Zeal of: the Phariſees 
in making Profelyres to their Se, thac 
he pronounc'd a Woe againſt theavfor 
it ; and withal told chem, That they 
made them-:wofold more the children of 
hell then themſelves. And Joſephus tells 
us, that [the Diſciples: outdid their 
Maſters; for they . not -only became 
worle than they were before, but ex- 
ceeded the Phariſees 'themlelves 1n their 
Hypocniſy” and' Unbelief. The Imita- 
tion outwent the Original , and the 
Diſciples encouraged by their DoQtrine 
B 4 and 


Matt, 23, 


(8) 


and-Example,; became much ' more the 
children of Wrath and: Diſobedience 
thanthey were before. x at 
And hath it not happen'd thus with 
many of the-Diſlenters Diſciples, who 
like :apt: Scholars: have outgone their 
Maſters? For when they had drawn 
them from the Church, Have not others 
ſtarted up who have drawn them from 
their Conventicles? Are not the ſeveral 
Heads' of the: Fattion tugging hard to 
draw: Diſciples from one another? . And 
muſt:not the*People be mightily Edified 
( think you ) to be thus drawn about as 
with.a Cart-rope, and led from one 
Se to another by the Cords of Vanity !? 
Yea, Have not ſome by this. means been 
drawn into:Atheiſm and Infidelity; and 
while, the-contending; Parties have been 
{triving for:Profelytes, have not many 
foſt all. their-Religion in 'the ſcuffle ? 
This 1s too well-known. by woful expe- 
rience. | :So, that theſe cannot. be.ternyd 
Proſelytes:of Righteouſneſs; :nor are 
they mitiated-into.a :Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs , 'but Ioiquiry:, -being; drawn; into 
a Scbi{m-; -which' if wilfully-perffted 
10: mutt: cit chem off from:the)!Body-of 
Chriſt; andinot; ooly-deprive. then; of 
the Fellowſhip of the -Chriftian Church 
TOE» | here, 
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(9) 

here, but for ever exclude them from the 
Community of the Saints hereafcer ? 

| Neither doth the danger hereof affect 
only. the Perſons. Gd by them, - but 
hath a malizn jnfiuence upon a. whole 
Church and Kingdom, and.1s a publick 
as well as a private Miſchief ; forevery 
one. thatis drawa 1nto a Party, is in ct- 
fect lifted againſt the Government ; 
and he that is Proſelyted to a Sect, does 
thereby become an Enemy tothe Peace 
and welfare of -his Country For ſuch 
as theſe draw from the Church to ſup- - 
port a Combination againſt i, and fo 
weaken the Whole by Rrengataning a 
Party. 

You know it muſt go ill with the 
Body , when the Blood and” Spirits 
which : ſhould cheriſh the Heart, and 
fortify all che ocher Members , leave 
their natural courſe, and run only to 
feed a Diſeaſe, Excreſcence, or corrupt 
Humour: Neither can it fare better 
with publick Bodies and - Societies , 
when that ſtrength which ſhould be 
united to preſerve the whole,is carried off 
to ſupport a Faction ; and the bond of 
Peace and VUaity , which ſhould hold 
the parts rogether, is broken into ſeveral 
Sects and Diviſions, 


But 


( 10 ) 


But what are the Arts that are made 
uſe of by Diſlenters to gain Proſelytes, 
and thereby to uphold, increaſe; and 
propagate their Schiſm, the diſcovery of 
theſe ſhall be the ſubjeCt of the enſuing 
Letters, 1am, | 


SIR, 


Yoar affettionate Friend , 


AY 
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( 11: ) 
LETTER IL 


IL i 


Gave you an account in my laſt, of 

the'great diligence and induſtry of. 
Diflenters in making Proſelytes, and 
drawing Diſciples after them, rogether 
with the evil and danger of their ſo do- 
10g- But 

You are ſatisfied ( you tel] me) of 
this their great deſign in endeavouring 
to increaſe and propagate their Party ; 
but you would fain know by what arts 
and methodsthey effe&t it; that is, how 
they thus lead the People by the Noſe, 
and draw ſo many after them.” And'here 
to omit ſome of their leſſer: arts. of 'in- 
veigling the- Peaple, as by: affected: 
Tones, mimical Afions and - Ge» 
ſtures, ec. which,” you know, have a/ 
mighty'force to: draw the Mulcitude ;- 1 
ſay, to paſs by theſe, 'I ſhall-give you an: 
account-of- ſome of-rthe principal Artifi- 
ces they make uſe'of 'to compals their: 
ends. And the”: 9 OY 


Firſt 


( 82:) : 

Firſt I ſhall mention of theſe, is their 
pretegce to greater. Light and Know- 
ledge than other Men : *And herein 
they are the followers of a Se& in the 
Anoſtles days, known by the name of 
Grnoſticks ; who were ſo call d from their 
boaſting of greater Light, and eſtcem- 
ing themſelves the wiſeſt and: moſt 
knowing of all Perſons. = 


Now half an'Eye may ſee how exatt- 


ly they are imitated-by the Seftaries of 
our days, who talk much of higher; [1]v- 
minations, and make frequent boafts -of 
their greater meafures and: degrees! of 
Knowledge. - Nothing is more cam: 
mon in 'their Mouths; | than Goſpel- 
Diſcoyeries, Goſpel-!Hanifeſtations, new 
and clearer Revelations ; all which are 
made chiefly, if nor. only: to-'themn;; 
when as'others (.poor;;Souls.! ) are; ig- 
norant, - and know: nothing of theſe 
Glorious things. They delight to-{peak 
of the Darkneſs of former times; and 


 whata glorious Meridian:Light is broke 


out, in their days ;: which, they. make to 
ſhine with a brighter luftre/upon them 
than any others. ..Xou (hall: ofren hear 
them pity; the-Ignorance of ſome men, 
who, perhaps, know more than thetn- 
ſelves; and pleaſe themſelves with the 
| thoughts 
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2 -thoughts of. their higher Attainments, 
as. if the: Day-ſpfing from high had vii. 


red them,' whereas others were merely 
be-nighted,' and left ro walk on ſtill in 


'darkneG..; Their Teachers |'too'' are 


willing enough:to cheriſh in them this 
vain concelt of their great Knowledge, 
that: they” may. the more admire: them 
from whom they have it; this: makes 
them-talk' of {others as blind 1gnorant 
Creatures, . void :ob: any Saving-Know- 
ledge - of. Chriſt, -and the Myfteries of 
the Goſpel ; that they have Scales before 
their Eyes, that, are never bke tv.drop 
off, till rhey;Hear- their Teachers, 'and 
Eſpouſe their: Party. ' Thus. do: they 
applaud the clearne(s-and- perfetion: of 
their. own: Knowledge, and lament the 
lack. of it in' other. men, though- many 
times much Wiſer than themſelves. 
- Now how ſefviceable this is: to 'up- 
hold-and increaſe the Party, is obvious 
to obſerve; for. the common People be- 
ing incompetent Judges of true Wiſdom, 
are ealily impos'd upon by the bare ſem-. 
blance and appearance of ' it. | 
Beſides, this ſo far gratifies the natu- 


_ ral Pride and Vanity of Mens Minds, 


as makes them willing to hearken to 


thoſe that thus ſoothe and flatter them. 
Yea, 


(14) 


ny a well- meaning. Man, who chough | 
willing to know -and embrace the 
Truth, 'have been unhappily miſ-led by - 
theſe falſe Lights, our of che 


ſervice: ' 
But what hath been the effe& of this 
Stratagem ? ?'Why, the Evils that: have 
been 'produc'd 'by "it are many and 
great, 
As'Firſt; It hath ooraſloged a great 
deal of "Pride; and made many ignorant 
People talk and look ſcornfully on thoſe 
that are far above thers; both i in Parts 
and. Wiſdom; Knowledge | puſſeth' up , 
faith+rhe Apoſtle , 1 Cor. 8.1. Yea,'a 
vain - Conceit of it will have the fone 
effeQ,; ' though the reality be wanting : 
A ſmall matter will puff up a bubble ; 
and ſome ate'ſo prone'to this Evil, that 
a little thing' will make 'them look big, 
and apr to ſwell-with a high opinion of 
their great Wiſdom.” ' 'This makesthem 
Heady, *Confident , and ' 4fſuming , 
thinkits themſelves wiſer than their 
Teachers, and raking upon them eo 
inſtru their Betters, without any 're- 
gard 


7s"of 
Truth and Peace. So' that this Wie I 
hath an eaſy'and natural rendency to 7 
deceive, 'and hath done the Party grent : 
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Divine Revelations. "__ 


. the Judgment of their Superiors, and 


and Order. ; And what a pernict- 


(197) 
gard to their Learning or Office; yea, 
© _ 


this vain conceit of Knowledg 
Arr of hn thar Ls Cagre 
of Arrogance, as to {et up £ kigke 
within them above the Holy Scriptures, 
and to prefer their own Dreams before 


-aulh This pretence of greater Know- 
tedge - occaſions great: Contempt and 
Difobedience ito. / Authority ;. for theſe 
Opinianative. Men ſoon. become Wiſer 
than their Governors; they ſee farther 
into matters /than all that: are+ above 
them, and ſo can eſpy the errors. in the 
Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs : Hence you 
ſhall. fnd/them: taxing the AQtions of 
their Superiors, finding fault-with their 
Condud, and quarrelling with all Or- 
ders and Conſtitations, that are not 
drawa up by their Model, andappoint- 
ed as they in their great wiſdom thial: 
beit ; They talk-much of a. Judgment 
of Dikreczon » which they oppoſe to 


by the help of it can lay afide all Laws 
and, Canons made for publick Peace 


ous. influence this muſt have, not 


only the nature of the thing, +buc 
our 


(16) 


our daily. and = te Experience may 
calily inform-us. Moreover, / -» +1 
* Zaly.: This -overweaning - conceit of 
oreat Knowlkdge; makes'men pragma- 
tical medlers inthings that belong not to 
them, anvading: the 'Office both of the 
King and Bilhop; prying| into matters 
of = as it they were all Privy 
Councellors;- and Expounding the molt 
difficult places in;Scriprare with greatef 
confidence, than the-:moſft Learned 
DoQors..:': Hence you ſhall ſee them 
creeping into-Mens "Pariſhes, as if none 
were: able to Lead: and :Inſtrut their 
Flock , without their: AſhſRance , '-and 
chruſting, themſelves' into. other Folks 
butineſs, as if none-had any underſtand: 
:ng but themſelves. | Again, - - 
athly. This vain conceit' of greatet 
Light, makes men Obſtinate and Perti- 
nacious 1a” their private Fancies' and 
Opinions, though never” fo Falſe: and 
Erroneous :: We know | how difficult a 
thing it isto-reclaim a Schiſmatick ; | the 
conceit he:hath of -his own Knowledge; 
makes him think he:cannot be:miſtaken ; 
the Infallibility he denies to the Pope, 
he ,afſumes to himſelf; and: vainly 
thinks, that if other den did bur: Fo 
with his Eyes, they might'ſoon _—_ 
ene 
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the Troths; and this would make them 
ſay and do even as he takes. hunſelf to 
We alwaysin the Right; and that ”cis 
not poſlible for ſo-ealighten'd a Perſon 


as. he to. be.in the. Wrong 3 And what 
hope :can-there be of. reclaiming, ſuch 
a-0ne;, whoa is reſoly'd and arm'd againſt 
Convichoa 2. Seeft .thou 4 man wiſe in 
bis aw. c0neit,, ( ſaith Solomon ) there is 


; more; bope of 4 fk rhan rd him, Prov. 


20, FE 2. : 


\Loftlh, "This vain a opinion of greater 
Knowledge , makes them to deſpile, 
cenſure ,;;and condemn the Abicns of 
other. Meg';;, for. thinking themlſelyes 
only.in-the. right, they take all-ochers 
to be out-of the way that go-not with 
them.;,and never ſo much as dreaming 
that they. can be..deceiy'd , pity. and 
ſigh over others as 'a company of 1gno- 
rant;,//bliad , - and , deluded Wrerehes : 
Thus are-, they by. this means brought 
fondly ro An .and admire them- 
{elves,: and to look down with:contempt 
and .{cora 0a. .others, though. much 
* Wiler than themſalues.. 'T heſe, and ma- 
2 ny other are the ſad'effeRs of this Art 
= fice, and plaialy proceed from Mens 
Z flattering themſelves and'others with an 

C opinion 


(i8 ) 
opinion of | their greater Light and 


- 


Knowledge: © -* OD 4B," 
Now to ſhewthe'V anity of this-pre- 
tence,” we may- | ) 1 . dive 04 23K; 
"TB. Thar the (greateſt pretenders to 
Knowledge, have commonly ' the leaft 
ſhate of it; a ſmatterer in any Arr or 
Science, that hath fſcarce* knowledge : 
_ ſe his own ignorance," uſu- 7 
ally boaſts' of Higher meaſures/and de- 1 


grees of it, than a Wiſer Man that fees 
much farther into it- will pretend to, * 
who being fenfible of his own''defefts, 7 
and how far ſhore he comes of -PerfeQti- : 
on, is coninonly more humble and *” 
modeſt : 4 wiſe man ( laith Solomon) 


fraverh and departeth from' evil; "but the | 
fool ragerh and is confident, Prov. 14. 16. | 


If any man think he knowtth'any thing, 


he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to 1 


know, x Cor, $. 2. We read of ſome that 
take upon 'them 'to be - Teachers of 7 


others, "when themſelves need to be 2: 
Favghtthe' firſt Principles of the Ora- * 
cles of God 3 and of-others that are 
ever learning, but never come #0 the © 
knowledge of the trath, 2 Tim. 3. 7. 
"T was well-obſerv'd by-my-Lord Bacon, 
* That a little. Knowledge is apt to 
* puff up, and make Men giddy; buta * 
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ſent :- ** Many might have attain'd tg 


( ug ) 
« preater ſhare of it will ſet them right, 
« and bring them £:jow'and humble 
* thoughts of  themfelves. --/;  .-,,.; 
So. that this pretence. of | greater 
Light, is but a covering. for. their degds 
of. Darkneſs; :and- if +*be #iglt within 
them be darkoeſs, how great 3s that" dark- 
eſs, Matth. 6. 23. | \Befide, WEN 
- 2d: This :boaſt of {greater Know- 
ledge is a great. bar. to'all-growth ahd 
increaſe :-in - it ;. For: what need- have 
they to-Jabour for that,.of which-they 
think they have ſogreat aſhare already? 
This will breed not only;a,neglect;' but 
contempt ' of all the means of -Know- 
ledge ; "twill make them; deaf to Ta- 
ſtruction, aod to ſhut their Eyes againſt 
the Light ,. though ic flaſhes 'in their 
Faces : *T was wiſely. obſerv'd by .the 
Roman Qrator,  Mults 24 Sapjentiamper- 


veniſſent, niſi ſe” jam, perveniſſe putaſ: 


« Wiſdom, were it not for a vaia con- 
<ceit that they had attain'd 1t already, 
And indeed, there is no fuch Igaorant, 
Arrogant', and Incurable) Fop , -as a 
Gifred Brother full of his Vifioas and 
Revelations, who pretends to be above 
Ordinances, and tobe Wiſe! above: that 
which is Written. 2 74 A 

C 2 Laſtly. 
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-\ Laſtly. This%vain conceit of greater 
Knowledge, oftitiries leads to ajudicial 
Blindneſs ; and'they who are fo apt to 
Reprobate others, 'are themſelves given 
up ro'a Reprobate ſenſe; that #x ſeeing, 
they (bonld ſer," but" not perceive ; and in 
hearing, they fhowld hear, but not 'under- 
flank, Weread of the Guofticks,\ That 
whex they profeſſ td themſelves to be wife, 
they berame fools 5/ and berg wain in their 
imaginations ,- their fooliſh - hearts were 
darkey'd, Rom... 21, '22; (God Al- 
mighty -put:out that Light which they 
vainly-pretended'to, or wilfully abus'd, 
and ſuffer'd'ther/to grope. on in thick 
darkneſs. 'And the ſame Apoſtle tells *' 
us of others, "who for zor: receiving the 


truth in the love of it , were given up {| 


70"believe a" lic,” and carried away with 
ſtrong deluſions", 2" Theſl. 2. 11, And 4 
this, *tis'to' be feared, is.the cafe of 
too many! SeCtaries in our Days, 
who withſtand the cleareſt. evidence 
of” Truth, 'and* harden' their | hearts 
apainſt al} Conviction ; nothing can 
make them ſenſible of the error of 
their 'ways, though it never ſo plainly. 77 
appear to be fo, but will obſtinately % 
perſiſt in their evil courſe againſt _ Hi 

[1 yp 
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the Commands of their Superiors, the 


IaſtryQtions of their_ MWg and 


the Example ;of Wile } ol <q 
in all Ages; as if they were tult 


alleep in a fatah Security , and ſeald 
up under final Impenitence,  W high 


15 much lamented Dy » 
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Find by your laſt, that you are ſut- 
[| ficiently ſenſible what great ſervice - 
the pretenceof* greater Light and Know- 
ledge bath done the Difſenters, and that 
you - plainly ſee the falſhood and ma- 
lignity of that Artifice. I procced now- 
to'a ſecond, and that is a pretence to 
greater Striftneſs and SanQtity than 
other Men; and herein they are the *% 
ſucceſſors of the Phaxiſees; who belide © 
the exacter Knowledge of the Law, 4+ 
pretended to the exacteſt Obſervance 
and Obedience to it; hence we find 7 
them ſtiPd the ftrieft ett of their Re- | 
ligion, AQts 26. 5. and are faid to reach 
and at according to the perfett manner of © 
thelaw, Atts 22. 3. Our Saviour him- 
ſelf brings 19. one- of them boaſting of 
Bis greater Piety, and taking the bold- 
nels to tell God Almighty in his Prayers, 
That he was not as other men, extortio- 
vers unjuſt adulterers, or the like, Luk. 18. 
1T, 12, but had led a ſtricter life, and: 
| _ .pradtic'd 


(23) 

pratic'd a higher :{ort--of Righteoul: 
neſs than-other Folk; 'and. leſt God and 
the world ſhould. doube of 'the-rruth of 
it, -he proceeds to! many particulars, yiz.' 

That he was frequent in his faſts, punitual 
in his tythes, liberal in his alms-dceds, &6: 
And elfewhere we read of: other: parts 
of the Phariſees Righteouſneſs 3/ That 
they were (trift obferversof the Sabbath, 

careful of their Company for 'fear- of 
being detil'd | by them ; long -and-loud 
in their Prayers; that they enlarg'd their 
PhilaCteries, . and garniſh'd the Tombs 
ob -rhe Prophets, as:if they:detefted: the 
Cruelty of-their Fotetathers 1n putting 
them ' rorDeath j with many ,other 1n- 
ſtances: recorded by ther Four Evan- 


geliſts, 
How well they are. i ba  Diſ: 


ſenters 'in making a fair-and- playſibls 
ſhew of. greater Holineſs, a: very: {len+ 
der Obſervation may:1nform usz-for you 
may eaſily: obferve them to-look: more 
Demurely;:ralk more Religioufly; ;and 
ſeem:to Pray more Devourly-than other 
Men;;: cheir- ſeeming: Zeal ſhall: carry 
them: many'a Mile to'a; Conventicle:, 
whet they may hear a betcer Sermon 
at homein their own Church ; yea,-and 


{ct thema Repeating Sermons tao which 
C 4 were 


(24) 


were"ſearce worth the firſt Hearing ; 
and thereby: inculcate ſome: Dofrines, 
that were:much betrer doom'd to eternal. 
filenceandoblivion. © Thus do:they ſeek 
to poliſh the-qutward Garb, with-a fair 
and plauſible.:ſhew:of Holineſs; with- 
drawing' from others as Sinners, and 
not only pretending, but as-to. outward 
appearance: prattifin gp too'' a groueer 
Strictnels. rfne! 

Now how: uſeful this Artifide-3 1st0 
uphold and-increaſe' a: Party,-is caſy'to 
diſcern ; for'the:common: People; being 
led more by theiv Sences and Imaginati- 
on,than any found: Principles of Reaſon, 
are ofte-impos'd'upon by the outſide of 
Religion; which many times:makes a 
more Aanting and pompous ſhew, than 
thei inward: : truth: and: reality vof "it, 
which reſidmg:int the: Heart, ies more 
hid'| and undiſcovered : By -this means 
the: Phariſees: got: a' path > 57 intereſt 
and” influence upon the: 'minds 'of the 
' People, whoby a ſhew of -greater 'Reli- 
£100, fo drew:the Hearts after : them, 
that”#twas Proverbial-among/ them» to 
lay, Thatif /but Two went'ro Heaven, 
. therone 'would:be: a! Scribe , + and+the 
other. a; Phariſer * And any; jordinary 
og may ſee: our + Diflenters: drawing 

Diſciples, 


(258 )) 


Diſctples, and increafing their Parties by: 
the fame method; +. 

/ But have: theſe great roveinglivi all 
chis while:any more Religion than ather 
Folk 2 No; they have; more- of the 
_— not of by {ubſtance';- having a 
| form of -goalineſs, as the Apoſtle fore- 
told: of them ,-- but | denying: the power 
thereof. Our Bleſſed Saviour: declar'd 
of -the Phariſees, That though » they 
pretended to be better, were /yet worſe 
rhan other men;.for though they had 
the conhdence to thank! God they were 
not extortioners,, yethe who knew,them 
berter than they. did' themſclves:,/:tells 
them-that they 'deworr'd- widows hosſes, 
and within were full of extortiomand ex- 
ceſs; thejr Prayers were all :mage-for 
Vanity and Oftentation, anditheirAlms 
but ſo many: Baits to fiſh for: Honour 
andthe Applauſc-of: Men; 1ike whired 
Sepulchres , © they - appeared--fair ; and 
beauutul-without, -burt within were full 
of --rottennels' and; corruprion:;- and 
though they. Garniſhed; the-iSepulchres 
of-:the: Prophets); as-1f they;hated the 
Wickedneſs of thoſe:that- Killed them, 
yet:they put to: Neath the-Son- of God, 
the great: Prophets that was to.'come , 
_ would have ſhed the blovid of: al 
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that-followed him: - So: that .all-rheir 
Care and Zeal for: the! Memory of 
the Prophets, was'only to hide their - 
Cruelty: ' under a ſhew' of Kindneſs ; 
and the"pgarniſh'd Toinbs were bus 
the painted” Monuments of their own! 
Hypocriſy: © In a word; as they were 
ſoticitous 'about -waſhing the ontlide 
of the: Cup'and Platter, "othech mat= 
rering 'how 'foul and. Aluetiſh it! was 
within 3 ſo were "they | more careful 
toreform their Looks, than their Lives ; 
and underia- diſguiſe of - greater / San 
Qity', "contrived and atted the vileſt 
Enormities. 

And+are'not the "like Folicies' 'and 
PraQtices» too viſible in- our Modern 
Phariſees; who under a mask-of Zeal 
and[Reformation,” have :conceal'd:.and 
carrid © on! very bad' Deſigns ? ' Have 
they*-not' a 'long* rime put ' fair: Co» 
lours upory foul /AQions ? And" maade 
Religion 'a"'ftale ' and 'pander to''the 
greateſt Abominations?: But er we 
which "bath: ticherco:doge (them 

,'bepins now 16'he worn. 
ong e'' hath made it. thrcare 
and their: Hypocriſy ars through 
the-thinneſs of- the yr Lone g;/Coun- 


rerfeit Coiri ſeldom! keeps ' its _ 
ong , 


F 

eeplke baſeneſs of the Metal. 
# Such 4s the inconſiſtency 
* and :Hypocriſy., ghat it often+ betrays: 
= it elf; and. when'the paintiand var-: 


| ( 175) 


77 time: wears off+ the Giltz and: 


ofi'Falfhaod 


niſh is gone, \nothing ' appears bur: the. 
defortnity z- and then the Hypocrite,; 
like the Aſs” 1n . the . Fable: {tripe- of 


@ the: Lion's ' Skin, ftands' an; obje&-.of 


contempt -and-{corm. | Fhus-1t hap» 


 pened to. the. Pharrſees at. laſt g: for 
} though they charm'd the People a:while, 


and inveigled many into/i their Set 
by-a .ſhew of Holineſs, yet the Mask 
at length fell off, and- they became 
vils-and: deſpicable to the whole Nas 
t10n. | ; £3.34 936+ +46 

[But what is the Evil and Mitchiet: of 


* this Device ? Great every way.'. For, 


Firſt ; This: - pretences. of' :greater 
Holioeſfs, is oft-timcs ag In{trumenc 
of -much' deceit;- and helps iro+Garry: 
on : very - evil- defigns ; \thus yifi: any 
have a mind [to diſturb: or over:turs. 
the 'Goveramear;,- to moverSedition; 
or alter. the- Laws'and Confſtirutionsg 
Religion mytt-:be- pretended; -and 
chen # ſeeming Zeabifor:irhe . publick 
Good, and Reformation ' of — 

| a 
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ſhall goa great - way to  compals 
their ada: If a Man would effe- 


 Rtually' Cheat his Neighbour, or put 
the Dice:-upon' him, he pretends to. | 
Piety to:hide the Juggle, and under; # 
a cloak of Religion , aQts and covers: | 
oa fouleſt Venda It, he would 
wreek. his. Malice, - or . gratify. his 
Spleen againſt any Perſon, he puts 
on a ſhew of great Meeknels , looks 
Solemanly:, and. pretends the greateſt 
Love--and | Kindneſs, and thereby: ſe- 
cretly + wounds and. -works: his own 
Ends: Thus do: Malice',, Pride, Co» | 
vetouſneſs ,”' Revenge,, and other,vile 
Enormities, lock under this diſguiſe, 7 
and are carried on under a ſpe- % 
cious: ſhew' and pretence of Relig 
on. ' Again, | f 
2aly. This Device is a mocking of 8 
God, :and-: a: high. affront! offer'd to * 
our - Maker ; ;: for he: that. only-gilds * 
-and- paints-the! outward Maa , - with- 
out: any regard to the Heart ,,  ſhews 
indeed-an; Awe and: :Reverence- to 
Men; 'who+behold and, Judge only by 
the- outward 'appearance-, ; but... 
trays an: inſolent conternpt: and;flight 
of : God, who :looks' chiefly to .the 
Heart, and -requires"./Truch. ig..the 


inner 


(79) 


inner; parts ; hie:that feeks: only-/to- re+ 
commend: himſelf/ ro the '»World by 
fair ſhews /andicpretences, without ap- 
proving himſelf co God: by the: fince- 
tity -of the Heart, plainly bids defi- 
ance "to Heaven), - and'ſhews: a'great- 
er fear of Men than-.God before his 


Eyes. 


Laſtly. This great preteace:to Re- 
ligion brings oft-times. a: ſcandal: upon 
Religion it ſelf, and tends to deſtroy 
and undermine it ; for -when theſe ap- 
pear to be only Pretences, and that 
theſe”: great, ſhews of Holineſs are 
void: of all, reality and--truth -; it 


makes 'the e of Religion -odious, 


and the Profeifon of it yile-and de- 
ſpicable in the Eyes of the World: 
This- at once debauches and deſtroys 
Religion, by drawing out the life of 
it:-into-. mere ſhew and appearance, 
and\making; ic evaporate into Air and 
Formality. "6: 10 


Yea, this naturally leads to Atheiſm 
and Infidelity; for when. Men ſce-1o 
many vile Tricks acted under a co- 
lour- of greater Holineſs; when FaQti- 
on and Sedition are gilded -over with 
a ſpe= 


(30) 4 
a” ſpecivus pretence of Zeal, and: Men | 
proſecure'their Ambition and :Avarice 
-under-/'the enfigns* of Holineſs and | 
-Devorion xthis makes too'many-rhink 
Religion iv:Helf a . Trick, -and'fo caft 2 
4t © off» asa'! device .of + Cunning ' and 
'Deſigning (Men: And -%is_not to be | 
doubted, but the Atheiſm and Infide- | 
liry of che preſent Ape, is in a _ : 
meaſure” owing to the Hypocriſy of } 
{uct Pretenders. #7 © | 


: 
' 
+ - _ 


2468 FuR 2 * vie 
1 ſuppoſe you plainly' ſee the deſign 
and'the danger of rhis Artifice ſo much 
us'd by 'our Difſenters, -which is in- 
deed the” Maſter-pieeFof their Craft, 
and the principal Engine: to draw and 
deceive rhe” People 5 they know-'the 
Vulgar' are: cafily' imposd upon'-by 
tair Shews), and fair - Speeches ,-:and 
how willing they are 'to embrace” a 
Religion that is ſo favourable :ro 
their Pride, Luſt, and Worldly 
Intereſt, "and puts them to no' trou- 
ble about” the: mortifying of enher; 
for *ris - but to poliſh the. outward 
Man, 'and make a plauſible appear- 


ance of Holineſs, and they need not 
| take 


(31 ) 
take care about purifying of the 
Hearg , or rectifying any+ thing that 
is\amiſs within.;-. and *tis no wonder 
if ſo ealy a Religion finds many 
Followers. I am, 


9 1R, 


 Shew'd in my laſt how ſerviceable a 
pretence of greater Holineſs is to 
increaſe a Party, and create Diviſions, 
rogether with the vanity and miſchief 
of that Artifice. I proceed 1n this 
toa 
- Third Artifice uſed by- Diſſenters to 
that end; and that is, A pretence to 
purer Ordinances, and a more Spiritual 
way of Worſhip; and herein they are 
the Succeſlors of the Cathay, and the 
Donatiſts of old, who pretended to a 
berter and purer way of ſerving God 
than other Men ; and ſo Separated from 
them, as Saints of a higher Form, and 
Men of a'more rais'd'and elevated De- 
votion. 6 | 
 _ , And herein they are exaCtly imitated 
by our Difſenters, who talk of nothing 
more than pure-Worſhip, pure Ordi- 
nances, and pure Adminiſtrations ; all 
which they confine to themſelves, and 
will notallow others any ſhare in them ; 
yea, 


(33) 


rea; they © ſpeak” oontermpemonſly of: 0; 
thovs, = Crving G44 after ian; ald>dead 
and du! way of Forms,” whereassDhoy 
Pray in a more lively manner by'their 
own Gifts,cand have a/ more Purep Spi- 
ritual;' and»Evangelical way of "Woes 
ſhip. They-revilerhe:Ghurcliof #54 
lard as Popiſh, and 'fRlilenits/Worſhip 
Antichrif6sa# > 'Our-exctlleat': Liturgy: 
paſſeth witt»them for:Mals: ſervice; 
all its decenti Ceremoniesfdrr Idolany! 
and Superſtition; the: Surphee!is aRag 
of the /Whore of Bab}/a#33Bowing"as 
rhe Name of Jeſus; is; noberter-thars 
Bowing ;to7ar Idol-;: andiriinecting ar 
the Holy Sacrameat, as>bad'tas fallng 
dowa to a Graven'I mage ;-theyrinrers 
pret the fo?m of * godlineſs, 'mitntioned by 
the Apoſtle,:to be: a Form ef Prayer; 
and the Power of Godlinefs;rqhePray« 
ing Extempore.. Onenot'them tells us, 
« That the reaſon why the:wotkÞhates 
© the Saints, 'is docebilakepacentigly 
| © ing Peoples: Now. left: you fhoutd 
rake this Malignity-robe direted againſt 
Forms', he tells: you ,-nd;; Pormsicob 
Prayer they:canibeac: well enough; bu 
Tis the Power:of, Prayer (thats; Ax 
tempore Prayer?) thar chepcantendure!; 
as if this were. 'a flight-bt- Devotron 
D above 
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above the reach;of -Worldly: and Carnal 
Mibds; and:only! ſuited: ite: the mory 
Heavenly atd Serapbical. PR of th 
Saints. 


iN aw bbs: ferviceable this Deviee i is 
ra promote. the Party, is. eaſy: to con- 
ceive ; for-icimightily gravifics the va- 
nity. of. Men's: Minds to 'think ,- that 
are not ahly. more Holy:than' orher 
- but: that/they: ſerve God in a 
Ns and/ better manner than. they ; 
for this makes: them. believe, with the 
Phariſees ,/ 'that\ God- rejoices. in them, 
Ny area ut way CE: that 
Perſons an =, omg And: wi || 
that: rebar > thoughts. would not | 
' ONE into the Claſ of ſuch 
Aga 3; This makes chena chink woll 
of: thenhſelves;i and creates ..no- {mall 
pleaſure and confidence in their: ways; 
though never iſoi Falſe and/Erronecous, 
ro-think -theic: Prayers. ard. better ; and 
more acceptable. to: God:; 'than-other 
Mens: This makes thera infinitely plex 
{ed\ with-theit Service, ' and :endears :t0 
them ſuch a way. of..' Worſhip: Yea;-it 
not-only rends: to invite many inta thus 
Way), 


(35) 


way, but to make. them obſtinate and 
 percinacious in-:4t;) to tharden/\them/in 
their Schiſm, and render. it very _ 
cult toreclamn them/from it. 

But whats that great Purity our Diſ. 
ſenters thus boaſt-of ?.Is it-aigreater 
Puricy of Do&rine? No:; for herein 
they acknowledge we agree, and 'em- 
brace the ſame Faith.) i Is ut a greater Pu- 
rity of Life? irony War 
but: re. Tavrwrer bath abundantly confu- 

Eee i ths a gran Ply 
ypocrs it then/ a'greater. 
of W Worſhip ? Yes,'-this is the great 


Thi for Qurs -( the Is 
hrs, © te rags, - tp) bg 


ded with mum bee Men: ::-: - 
{ Bur! are nor their Prayers the: Iaven- 

tions.of Men? Yea,: Do they not pro- 
ceed from the preſeat and ſudden-Com- 
ceptiohs of their own; Brain ?: Which 
ſare cannotbe_half {0 Wiſe or Pure, as 

more deliberate and well: weigh'd:Com- 
| polures: [And as'for Ceremonies; Are 
not their:various and Antick:Gefturesin 
Prayer,” which ferye. but ca expoſe the 


Nw of. :far more Improper 
Impure pg. om decent: Cere- 


=—> of :the Church, which belp to 
re it Ins "3/4 and ——_— 
2 Is 


Int). 

Is:not :hafſty.Speech delivered iMimi- 
cal:Poſtures/and AQions; much more 
unbecoming: Divine 'Service';,':than :a 
Grave and Well-order'd Devotion?: . . 
-. Bur. their Worſhip'is! more:Spiricual 
than-others, for they Pray more by the 
$pirir. 4% OA. Tom f427 w V 11141 
--How: {oe 1 Dovtheir > Prayers: :came 
mdore-from 'the: Heart :and: Spirit than 
other:Mens ?' For: that'is all- the Prays: 
ag:by the: Spirit; fince the-iceafing/of 

piration.:\'And who. will:prefume'to: 
judge'! of that? Yeaj: Is not the! Heart 
more; binder'd-.and, call'd offiin; their: 
Prayets ;: by; the Invention of Matter 
and':Words, :than'yn others where both * 
theſe are/prepared:/to theiri:thinds 21 | 
hopethey do nor ptetend: to; Pray: by the 
immediate diftites, -and ſugpeftions:of: 
the .Holy Ghoſt, as: the, Apoſtles did ; 
if they do, they :muſt work a Miracle: 
that we may believethem, and then we' 
ſhall reckon all their Prayers of: as-great 
Authority as the} Holy Scripture 3! af 
they - cannot, they. muſt. excuſe: us, :if 
we, Condema their depending 'upan ſuch 
divine and ſudden Suggeſtions, of:great 
Raſhneſs and Preſumption ; :agd: that 
theirs is ſo far from a more "Spiritual 
way of Worſhip, 'that”tis rather. more: 

| | Carnal, 


(7;) 


Catnal;'.artd ſearce.defetyes the name of: 


Divine:Worſhip.: © of 5 ea gn 
: And-yet! here lies{the great ery 
of this; Artifice ; - for: theſe. Men .take 
Praying Extempore; or by. preſent Con- 


ceptions,: to, be Praying by: tke Spirit, 


and fo call it a Spiritual way of Wor- 
ſhip; whereas Praying by 'a Form, (is 
ſtil'd Stiating of the Spirit,” and ſo thar 


muſt notbeallow'd tobe Spiritual, but 


Formal [Worſhip ; and: by this device, 


they ſet:the Bars of the People a itching 
after the-one, - and; tura,'them ' away; 


Now :this:; Fallacy. may-,be caſily-ap» 


parent to any, that conſiders, | that ſome 
of the-vileſt- Wretchesy- and” greateſt 
Monſters of - Impiety, that, ever livd, 
have been moſt famons;for this talent of 
Extempore:: Prayer ;\'We [read of,” one 
aQually in League with the: Devil,-who 
had ſuch/a Fluency, this way, that, he 
was admir'diby all, but could, be imi- 
tated by none that came near him; And 
will any aſcribe the Prayers of | ſuch a 


Wretch, made up of Sorceries /and the 


vilet- Abominations, _to-the Spirit of 
God? Are they not rather'the Diaboli- 
cal ſuggeſtions ofthe Evil Spirit, .aad 
to be aſcribed: to [the true Author the 


D 3 Devil, 


Vid Ras 
wiliac Re» 
divivus, 
Major 
IPere, 
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Devil; who' is the-Father: of: all 'Lies/ 
and Impoſtures ? And certainly be that 
conſiders what bad*:things'have'-been 
ventedin' ſuch-Prayers, will plainly ſce 
it tobe wt '8 Belying;/-but Bla! 
pheming the!” Holy Ghoſt , - ro-emtitle- 
chem to Him.” 
-'Buit 'tis rime ” ſhew " evil and: 
danige of this device; ' Andy! | 
; ; This pretence of Purer Ordi- 
ances 5 and purer Worſhip, hath prov'd: 
a Principle of "great? Loftabllicy-and Gid- 
ditie6” in Religion ;' (for -whea' ſome: 
Men began to! refine” upon "the Efta- 
bliſhed Church, and ſer up Purer' Or- 
dinances, i Have not others riſen up who. 
COS ther not'pureenough; and re- 
hn'd again upon them; yea,' Does not 
one. \-coprings Alt refiging- 'upon- 
ariother , and 'God' knows when and 
| where it | wilt end? Have” not rheſe- 
double and treble' Refiners almoſt re- 
fin'd away all their Religion, and left 
little more than the Name and Pretence' 
of it? Is it not dwindled! into Air and 
lation; and almoſt loft in a'crowd 
endleſs ſcruples-and:difputes? How 
lietle of the life and: foiries -of Religion ' 
appears in Mens lives, and how”: few 
can t ſhew their Paith' by" their Works? 
Which 


(49) 
Whicly arv'vhe-ſad"effetts' 6" this "Re 


formin and Refining Hu Humour, \,.. * 
fn of Pale A d » ' 


Forms ont bor 1A colſ 70 
the puri Jevotion,” ha 
ther ies Hog Mettods; fors Pe — 
of ound Wk any fete Rghghtt 
in the mater of our Prin Te 
acres Kutennpdtary” BY 


= 

ina 
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aoftobeint 


od Performs, ore, man inn hl ts: 
this Spirjtia)" way: of Priicg big "ik 


i" ec Fo 1 elves: "Bey 


en C 
an 


vettely" 
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ladk hn ag fo bk of ths Gin 
tg" dc they. 
Sue 2 whe ſhould chiefly 
Ef them unto” God 5 An 

erti - have theteby | grie- 
4 vouſly 
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Common-Prayer, were by the Indepen- 
dents, and other Serturics told, That 
chay 3 made; 24 ge ter and worſe:Wol of 
ed Cove and they . whis had 
Ril'd: the Liturgy and Epiſcopacy the 
Calves of Daz and Bethel, found after, 
the Dirottory: and PTE branded 

with the .lame , names ,-and.,t 
acounal the I Calves: Fyarm BET 

ed FETs Rh 4CKk 

En 'Thus/you. ſee whe e paſs declaim- 
ing againſt publick & Or and;pretend- 
ing! to purer. Ordigances, 2; Way; bring 
matzers to, . which cannot butgivegrea 
difturbance tqany Churchor King om ; 
whereas the, Wildgm that is fromabove, 
is .not. only. pure, but: peaceable.; gentle, 
eh 20 be untreated, Free from priae, jad 

LF 2a ports, witbout partiality , 


Pty ns 27; 18. "If 


= will..br1 es 
x0 A edung Se premocs of Pile 
Tekel may be Written on:them, ph are 


h'd inthe balance, and found ranting 
M algheſe things: 1am m, Gap 


Taart, ; 


L'E T- 


4 aka 


LETTER V 


VT d-£341 


"Find'y66 Teafblein i Yor ladai 
Ti ic miſchief -6f © ſome- Mens 


pretences to greater Purity, and a nivre 
I way -of OD? and whar 


ebb of mich he 
y tp Peace and 
ions "tend al 


coming intoit, next to the glory of God, 
were peac# on earth, and good will towards 
»2 : The whole courſe of his Life-and 
DoQtrigs, whilſt he continued in it, 
was to promote and give the "ugheſt In- 
ance 


(C4310. 
ſtagce and Bxample of them: 'The aft 


y he bequeathed co his Diſciples 
Nin Oetn 4s lenvinygiths World, 


was Pezce, which hewilld them above 
all: things to keep firm and-invislable'; 
and his laſt Prayer was,. :hey al wight be' 
ons.” Accordingly we find the firſt-Chri- 
ſtians ,; upon | Chriſt's -depatetite* from 
hem; were all of 'oze'\ art \tnd' ont 
mind; And when: upon the ſpreading 
of ithe Goſpel, every* where, this bond' 
of Peace and: Unity beganito be+ broken. 
by 'theinfinuacions of Falſe Teachers, we 

dthe Apoſtles alldilipence tozrny 
and: caution-alf 'their Converts-againſt 


them, lg, Lone toendeavourtd keep 
y'of the Sp 


the unit y'of the Spirit i# rhe kowd of peace, 
to ftgnd-frmy'co the Trutly of ther Go. 
ſpel; andito bs petfcaly join'd togerher- 
inthe fame'Midd, ard' the fame Fudge» 
ment. 'St.. Pat ftrictly warned-the Co-" 
ri ian apainſt falling into Parties, and: 
following of 'FaQtions, ' tothe prejudice 
of Peace and Unity:; hetheap'd upma- 
ny/Argumeats in his Epiſtle tothe Ephe- 
ſtans, to keep that bond inviolate+; and 
becanſe naany falſe; Teachers had-crepr 
in among the'Ph;lippians, he beſccchied 
them by alt the endearments of Ghriſtta- 
nity, tobe like: minded, being of one ac- 
cord and one mind. Now 


(4479 ) 
' Naw ther: Difſentets rkaowing bow! 
much: Peace and Unity arg-xtcotn bo 
ed. and jogulcated' 1 ' Holy Sctiptute, 
find is mecellaty 40: tpeak; up. for it;- 
hence'ypu: ſhall often hear them: pont+- 
mending Peace,: and ſeemingly very de-, 
ſirous\to have Love and Unity preſerved, 
and-promoted among: Chriſtians ;, thej/: 
frequently..lament rhe. lack of Loygrin- 
the Would and  bewailthe. wantof- 
thoſe, due. Tempers. :; 15-6: 
poſitions ghatſhould Vhiits uss © 51424 3 
.T his- gains chem the. reputation!: 
Meek, Quiet! -and Peaceable Men; 
T hat gaios: them Profelytes:,- who yog 
made 49; belieye, That-ro be followers: 
of them, .s:t0.. be: follewets of. Peace;: 
They,. Gogd; Men !:(:ſay-ſome of gheic 
deludeh Nj way fe al gn | 
they are; try:#0. figd ad!.{g'much Hatred 
among,Men;: AL Preach. up*nothing 
more guar ceace and, Love, and are al-/ 
ways Praying for the Peace of Jeruſalem. 
But, what truth-is there ia. all theſe 
fair ſpeeches and pretences?: Why, it- 
tle or .none:;- For what pe peace, laid Tehu, 
while rhe whoredomss of ; Jezebel,: and her 
witcherafts are ſa men \Quid verba au- 
dam,,tafta .dum-Videam? What heed. 
ixFp bg givento words,.when deeds £967 


(149+); 
ethem?.Theic:gatht Diſciples, 
by. making Parties, _ breaches 
of eharPeace;y which they. ſtemſ3tocr 
2 bo their Schiſm: nt Sebiathagh 
ft 'breachof . VUaity';- What-Peace 
had Zjmri who ſlew his! Mafter?'!Do 
_ not; (ome Deal much of Penceiiwhen 
they are making ready for-Barteb%Do 
not many ſeem quiet and harmleſs Crea; 
rutes; whilſt *tis not in their powet* to 
be otherwiſe, who yet are all the while 
hoping and waiting/tor advantages, and 
want-nothing but. apportunity.ro-break 
out into open Hoſtilities?,. Theſe are nor 
the- Sons;. i” Enemies of Peace, »who 
ſeek, to:ſupplany' what «they; would 'be 
thought, to mdintain;;-and ?ris /but'a 
falſe rick to cry Peace, Peace // wheng 
their/:aims are: Dominion , or Deftru- 
ion. Sf 02d LL DWS - 
- But what. is the Peacethey thus: ak 
up! fob? And: what is the cu 66 
meaning of be 7 cn: 

'Why;,-*tis an Indulgence n their 
Schiſm; to be let alone to draw Diſci- 
ples after them, and increaſe their Party, 
to be allowed to'fill their Convenricles, 
and: deceive the People without Mole. 
ſtation ; this, like good peaceable'Mer, 
they: will-becontent with at Ra tilt 


they 


d 
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nes ngnd hoobely rang enough ge 
"Sohatthisi 1524 falſe Peace, ed & itt 
derd no better chan'x fatal ſecurity , 
wheteby. they | endeavour to lul/itheir 
Followers aſleep ia: their Schiſm; and | 
to-blind the Eyes' of the. World that 
they may-n not diſcern the evit and dans 
ger: of -their' ways... 
| But there is acher tranelrof; thi 
Actifice that muſt not be omitted;;'and 
that is, "their declaiming avainſt diffe- 
rences and diviſions , = In, the whole 
courſe of their AQions tend :all the 
while zo promote them. 'This piece of 
_ falſhoodyou may eaſily diſcover by an 
ordinary obſervation; they know*: well 
gnough that Love and Unicy are-necel- 
ſarily deftroyed by :diviſions ;/ they are 
aware likewiſe what” advantage .ebey 
A aha ne Enemy, what tr6u- 
_—_— -are toall Good Men; and-whas 
ndal they bring upon Religioniirſelf; 
jy rhe, not be. chought 
to-have any heart.or hand! in. cauſing 
Divafions, no, they 'are too fenfible-of 
the. evil, to be:found:the Promoters of 
therti$ they bewail che Diſtempers and 
Diſorders-of the" Times! '<4*T'is x 148 
ws "ching (fays one) thar'Unity; which 


6« iz 
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6.iz ſo gaod and pleafint a:thing.in 

« Eyes of God and ago ty 
«little regarded; ?Ts muth<to be la- 

4% mented. & ( ſaich another J that there 

4. ſhould be fugh- diſcord and: Diviſions 
«. found/amang; Chriſtians. | +- (4) + 
. | Wheace, then ſhould theſe Diviſions 
come ? And; who- are-/the Authors: of 
them ? Not They to- be ſure, for they, 
-_ rvoyy on for woes Sir K 
£ their ns-pr the quite 
contrary, and betray the falſhoodof their 
Pretences ; they are only for heakng our 
Breaches, though. they are. all the while 
making of Parties to widen and increaſe 
them ; they are for. uniting . of - Prote- 
fans, and at the ſame rimedraw as ma- 
ny into Schiſa- and Separation-as they, 
Ca. $4141)6 1 Go SERIE 52: 

_ But what have they toevade:thisguilc 
thar lies ſo plainly at cheir. doors? why, 
'tis:the Liturgy and the Ceremonies 
muſt bear: the blame, though no-Chri> 
ſtian Church was ever withartt-the ane, 
and no Divine Worſhip can be decently 

_ -or orderly perfarm'd without, the other. 
<?Tis a; fad thing ( faith-a gifted: Bro- 
& ther) that ſuch Bones of Contentzon 
* ſhould be thrown inthe way of Chri- 
E ſtiansz/ſurely if they chat ____ 

: . &< t T 
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« the: Common-Prayer had dreamt- that 


would create {0 many-Divifioas;/Tu- 

<« mults'arid Diſtrattions,' they would 
<« never have found eicherheart or band, 
*.co lift. vp.to. the promoting of it. Alas: 
poor Man ! . he'might have ſaid as well, 
that 'the Pen-men of the Holy Scriptures 
would:never:have'wrote:as they did; if 
they had dreamt.what bad uſe Hereticks 
and; Schiſmaricks«. would make of-ir, 
and what: perverſe Difputes and Divi- 
fions would: be! rais'd abour:it : *'I'was 
not the 'Compoſing, no; nor yet the” ins 
a. pious and :excellent model of ; Devo- 
ti00,' bur ſome mens raifing a duſt be- 
fore the-eyes: of the People; 'rhar they 
payinot:{certhe uſefulneſs and excellency 
of it, that have created all theſe diſtra- 

tions and diſputes about it. 1:74 

{But whenth={c Menare prefled with 
theic,caufing :diviſions, : beyond a poſ 
fibilicy of a-fair 'Reply , they: tell us; 
that theremuſt be Hereſies/and Diviſi- 
ons, that: they who! are approved way be 
made manifeſt, 1 Cor. 10, 1-1 
But: myſt-norche Authors and Abet- 
tors of, diviſions be made' manifeſt too? 
Does not the {ame ' Apoſtle bid: us to 
mark them that cauſe diviſions,' and avoil 
ah TTY” them ? 
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chem ? Signifying , that Hereticks and 
Sctnſenaticks. ſhould have 3 Brand or 
Mark ſet upon them, thar they may be | 
known and ſhun'd by all Chriſtians, as 
the Bane and peſt of any Church and 
. .- And: now I. think .this : Artifice: is 
pretty well detefted, and a vulgar Eye 
may plainly ſee the evil and danger of 
it ; for if heaping up different Tegchers 
be not a breach. of Uaity,. and drawing 
Men from an Eſtabli urch, benot 
cauſing Diviſions, I know not what is :_ 
Does not the Apoſtle blame che divided 
dialeQ of 'the Corinthians, when one 
= ſaid, 1 ans of Paul; another I am of 
Apollo, and another I am of Cephas, &c. 


= though they proceeded not 1o far as to 


break: Communion ? And if the bare 
crying. up different Teachers , in the 
| fame Church, be there branded for 
| Schiſm, How much wider muſt the 
breach be, when they withdraw from. 
the Communion 'of it, and ſet up fe- 
parate Meetings, and different ways of 
Worſhip in Oppoſition to it ? APR 
This is plainly the .caſe of our Dil: 
ſenters.3-and if St. Paul rebuk'd thoſe 
lefler Schiſms and Diviſions, of prefer- 


ring ſome Teachers ty others with- 
kn 


©} 
in the Chitrch, as figns of Carnality, 


and- degrees of Apoſtacy ;*how much 
Mr gon” the faylt "6 \to- make a 


Seiſ from the Church, "by dividing 
from the Worſhip and Communion 
of it ? 

Neither is the danger bcjolif leſs ap- 
parent than the''Sin ; for this hath a 
pernicious influence, not only on the 

rſons thus fedaced from it, who are 

efeby rent and torn from the Body of 
Chriſt, and harden'd in a dangerous and 
deadly Schiſm ;"' but on the whole 
Church, whoſe Peace and Unity is 
rhereby broken, and being Jepriv'd of 


many of its Members , is thereby & 
 weaken'd and Taid open to the Af- 


faults of its greateſt Enemies. 
Theſe and many more are the ſad et- 
fects of this Device, and muſt be charg'd 


6. thoſe Craftsmen who talk much of 
Peace and Ds the better to ſupplant 
cla 


both ; and declaim againft Diviſions, 
merely to . promote and propagate 
them. Iam, 
SIR, 
Toars , 


A. B, 
T- 


LE 
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LETTER VL 


S.I R, 


Shew'd\in my laſt the Craft of Dif- 
\ ſenters'in crying up Unity, -and de- 
crying Diviſions; and how by. that 
means they cunningly deſtroy the one, 
and promote the other, TI proceed now 
{ toa 
| Fifth Artifice of -theirs to fupport 
= their Schiſm,' and that is, Their Cen- 


- {uring-.the Lives and AQtions of thoſe 


= withia'the Church, the better to com- 
2 mend theirs who Diſſent from it. 
* And: herein, again, they are the 
followers of the Phariſees, a great part 
of whoſe Religion conlifted in Cenfu- 
| ring the' Lives, and Scorning the Per- 
{ons of other Men. Our Saviour hath 
obſerved of them, Max. 7. 3. that they. 
were ſharp and quick in eſpying a more 
in their brother's ege, when they could 
not diſcern a beam in their own. They 
beheld thefaults of others in a magnity- 
ing Glaſs, which made them aggravate 


all their failings, when all the while 
E 2 they 
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they could ſee nothing amiſs'1n them- 
ſelves, and ealily-overlook'd their own 
Enormities. 


> 


'A Learned Author hath obſerv'd of o 


them, That they had an Eye upon eve- 
ry Man's Life except their own, and 
mightily concern'd themſelves in others 
Behaviour ; they had a reproof for eve- 
ry Man's faults, great or ſmall, but 
were {till very favourable and indulgent 

rathemſelves. 1 4 
«And herein they are exaQly imitated, 
if not outdone by our Difſenters, who 
delight in. nothing more:tlian Cenſuriog 
the. Lives, and Condemoing the Attions 
of cother Men; Is there any thing more 
obvious than this in all cheir Diſcourſe 
and Converſation? With what: plea- 
{ure do they, inſiſt-upon,. and aggravate 
other . Mens failings? Hurting . their 
Neighbours Credit, ſometimes by open - 
Galumnies, -which .is the - Arrow, that 
flies by day 3 and: ſometimes by ſecret 
Whiſpers, which is the Peſtilence -that 
walketh 1a darkneſs, and wounds with- 
out being ſeen ; How, freely ſhall you 
hear them taxing the AQtions, .and talk- 
ing of the Miſcarriages of. other, Folk ? 
How eloquent are they wont.to be upon 
this Subjet ? Withwhat heat and con- 
cern ! 


(EF 
cern ! With what ſeeming zeal and 
warmth does this reviling. Language" 
drop- from them! Yea, Do they not 
place a great part of cheir Religion ia 
Cenſuring the Wickednels of the times, 
crying out-upon the Badneſs of Mens 
Lives, and ſhakiog their Empty Heads 
at the Navghtineſs of their Ways ? 
Now you mult not think that theſe 
bolts are ſhot at Them, or that any of 
the: Party are to be reckoned 1in the 
number of - theſe Wicked ones; no, 
chey are thoſe Righteous Souls in Sodom, 
who are vexed with the filthy- Conver- 
ſatton of the Wicked, and for whoſe 
ſake the- reſt ' are ſp ared. 'Tis the 
Churchmen, and chey that follow the 
Common- Prayer, that are guilty of all 
theſe Enormities : We find one of chem 
relling us in Print, © That they who 
© 1tke this kind of Worſhip, are gene- 
* rally, Ignorant, Prophane, Superlti- 
*tzous, Time-ſ(ervers, Fearful, Unbe- 
« lievers; Haters of thoſe char ard Good, 
« Drunkards, Adulterers ; cc. Well 
ſaid, thou accuſer of - the Brethren ! 
throw Dirt enough, and to be ſure ſome. 
will tick. TIn- another 'place he adds, 
«That they are generally Perſons much 


« WPCr:-67 from the Lite of God, and 
E 3 « litrle 
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& little acquainted with the Power of 
« Godlineſs. Alas, Good Man ! heis 
griev'd at the heart to ſee the deadneſs 
and formality of fuch Worſhippers. A- 
nother of theſe Godly Brethren tells us, 
5 That the Biſhops are an Earthly 
_« Generation ', and favour not the 
* things of God; and that there is 
* more of God and Religion in ſome 
© one Congregation of a Silenc'd Mi- 
© niſter, than in all the Biſhops Fa- 
* milies in Exg/axd. Are not theſe 
Charitable and Clean-mouth'd Souls ? 
Or rather, are not their Tongues ſet 
on Fire of Hell? } as, 

"But what is the Deſign of all 


theſe rude Cenfures and Calumnies ? 
Why D to draw the * People from 
t 


the abliſhed Church , and to 
perſuade them to come out from ſuch . 
an unſanQtified Crew ;. and withal to 
invite them'to the Conventicle, where 
they will find better Company, and 
join with the' Aſſembly of 'the Saints. 

How {ſerviceable this Stratagem hath 
been to increaſe and keep up the Party, 
1s obvious to obſerve. ' For * 

This gratifies the natural Pride and. 
Ambition of Mens Hearts'; who are 
willing to be thought better = 

| Otnecr 


CV 
other Men ; .and are eafily perſuaded 
' to hearken | to, and believe thoſe that 
tell, them ſo. Again, | 

This gratifies the Spleen and Ani- 
moſitity that ſome have againft their 
Neighbours, thus to vent their malice 
in Cenſures and evil Reflections oa their 
Life and Manners ; a Religion that al- 
lows and commends theſe things, muſt 
be very grateful to Fleſh and Blood, and 
canngt want many Followers, More- 
over, , 

This cheriſhes in Men a mighty 
love and conceit of themſelves; ma- 
king them think , that they hate and 
" abhor thoſe ſins themſelves, which 
they thus ' Cenſure and Condemmn in 
others. . WY 

| Beſides, all Men delire an eaſy Re- 
ligion, and would willingly go to 
Heaven the. neareſt and ſofteſt way 
that may be; now what: can be more 
, eaſy than to Saint themſelves by de- 
faming. others? And who would not. 
embrace a Religion that will indulge 
Men in their Vices,, if they do but * 
declaim agaiaſtthem, and cenſyrethem 
in.other People? Yea, 'tis a pleafing 
and delightful thing: to. ſome Perſons 
to find . faults in other Men, for it 
| E +4 g1VECsS 
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gives a '{ceming fatisfaRtion"in their 
own: innocence, or at leaft gives them 
the reputation of their own" freedom 
from them, | 
.In ſhort, this declaiming againſt 
Vice, and lamenting the Iniquity of 
the times, gains them the. reputation 
of being thought more Pious - than 
other Men, and: ſerves all. thoſe ſecy- 
lar ends they propound in. it : Our 
Saviogr tells us of the Phariſees, that 
they had their reward ; that is, they 
gaind. the'' Applauſe of the world , 
and the Wealth of others; which 
were the things they aim'd at in 
their ſeeming. Zeal; and this is ſuch ' 
- a plauſible and profitable. piece of Re- 
 ligion, that it will be ſure to have 
many Diſciples. 

But is it any part of true Religi” 
on to. Cenſure the Lives and Actions 
of others? Or. have they that uſe to 
do ſo, fewer faults and. more - Reli- . 

. gion than their Neighbours? No, in 
no wiſe. For NT wy 

Firſt; This is fo far-from being 
wy part of Religion, that tis _ -n 

3.yea, 'tis quite contrary to,” and de- 
fiructive I for Charity is the 
life of. Chriſtianity/, end the bond 


of 
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of perfetineſs , without which, he that 
liveth is counted dead before God, Now 
Charity, you know, covereth a mal- 
titude of ſins ; and is ſo fat: from 
Cenſuriog , that ir Excuſes, what 
.ir may, the failiogs- of others , and 
rather hides than diſcloſes 'another's 
nakedneſs+ He that wants this;' may 
indeedi -have the- ſhew -and appear- 
ance, but hath nothing of the ſub- 
ſtance and reality of true -Religion ; 
for that makes: us to. keep at home 
and reform our own Lives ,* not- ſead 
us abroad to. pry . into and condemn 
the Lives of others; and' certainly , 
if ' we. can lay-no claim to - Charity, 
we | have ' nothing | to | ſhew + for the 
truth and ſincerity. of. our | Chriftia- 
nity. Ty | 


Again 2dly. They that are, ſo' for- 
ward to. Judge and Cenſure others , 
are commonly ſo--far from being 
better',: that - they: are-- , worſe than 
other Men ; their want of- Chariry 
ranks them among the greateſt of 
 'Sinners; we- find the Phariſees, who 
were Proud,  Boaſters of rhemſelves, 
and likewiſe -rigid Cenfurers of 
others, were by our Saviour con- 

demn'd 
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demn'd for the  vileſt Hypocrites ; 


they laid heavy burdens on others, 
which they themſelves would not touch 


with the leaſt of -their. fingers : And 


 *is till - the pratice of their. Fol- 


lowers, to Commend 'themſelyes: by 
Diſparaging of others ; and 'to raiſe 
the Trophies of cheir own Honour, 
upon the. 'Spoils and Ruins: of - their 

Neighbours. © | 


Yea , this . praQtice--is frequently 
made a Cloak, 'nor only - to cover, 


but to aft under it the (greateſt Vil- 


lanies : He that deſigns to under- 
mine, or -Put a- Cheat upon - his 
Neighbour , ſhall  inveigh - bitterly 
againſt the' -Iniquity 'of the times ; 
and complain much of the Lives 
and Manners of other Men; and 
by that means ſeeks to gain the Cre- 


_ dit 'of a Saint, - that! he; may” the 


better a& the part of an- Impoſtor. 
They that have a mind to advance 
themſelves, or to intrude into places 
of Power and Profit”; © ſhall inveigh 


againſt the Perſons, and find fault 


with the: Aﬀions of : thoſe that are 
employed in them ,+and\by this Art 


ſhall ofe-cimes Prefer -themſcelves: 4 
| tne 
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the Hindering or Diſpoſſeſſing of better 
Men. | 


' Now this will | lead us to-confider 
the evil and danger of this Artifice; 
for befide the many and great Injuries 
that are hereby ' done to Mankind ; 
tis: uſurping the "Throne: of God, 
and intruding into his Tribunal. Who 
made thee a Judge? May be ask'd 
of all ſuch inſoleat Cenſurers of other 
Men, who' intrude into this Qffice 
without any Commiſſion. TJudge no- 
thing before the time , faith the Apo- 
{tle ; ſo that thefe Men foreftal - the 
Day of Judgment, and take God's 
work out of his Hands, who thus 
preſume to fit in Judgment upon 
their Brethren ; and © pronounce Sen- 
tence in things that belong not to 
them ; Who' art thos ( faith the fame 
Apoſtle ) that judgeſs another man's 
ſervant ; to\ his own maſtey he ſtands 
or 'falleth ? . So that this is a high af 
front and indignity offered to God: 
thus to Arraign the AQtions of our- 
Eellow-Creatufres ; and without any 
Authority to Condemn and paſs Sorts 
rence upon his Servants. | 


= 


k.. 
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- And as the guilt hereof is great, 
ſo is the Yanger of it no leſs; for 
. the Juſtice of God cannot ſuffer ſuch 
an infolent invaſion of his Autho- 
rity to'go unpuniſhed ; Thinkeſt thou, 
O man, that. judgeſt another , that 
thou ſhalt eſcape the judgment of God ? 
Noz. they ſhall have judgment without 
mercy, who ſhew no mercy ;* and. 
their damnation is juſt, who are fo 
ready upon all occaſions to Condemn 
their Brethren, Our Blefſed Saviour's 
Advice is, Jugze not, that ye be not. 
judged ; for with what judgement ye 
judge, ye ſhall be judged; and with 
what meaſure ye mete, ſhall be mea- 
ſured to you again: Let him that is 
innocent c:ift the firſs ſtone; and if 
we . cannot juſtify our ſelves, we 
ſhould not- be' ſu forward to - con- 
demn others: Therefore thou art in- 
excuſable; O man, that . judgeſt; for 
wherein thou judgeſt another, thos con- 


demneſt thy ſelf. 


TI ſhall conclude | this Artifice, 
with that Advice given to the Pha- 
' riſees; Thou Hypocrite, firſÞ caſt | out 
the beam out of thy own cye , and 
then 
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then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt ont 
the, mote out A - "I. Brother's 96 


{ans 
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bp ow that you have well. conſi- 
- dered the Laſt; I proceed now 

.to a | 
Sixth Artifice of our Diflenters, and 
that is,' to ſtile the Lawful and. Wile 
Injuaftions of our Superiors, by the 
odious name of Impoſitions; a term 
importing more of fraud and double- 
dealing, than truth and juſtice in them, 
This comes ( faith one) to juſtify the 
Impolitions; as if it were a- crime to 
vindicate publick Orders and Conſti- 
tutions ; and to ſpeak up for them, 
were to be an abetter of Fraud, and an 
encourager of Impoſture: If we tell 
them of the =. 111 Stat AAP) of Sepa- 
ration, they fly upon us with the miſ- 
chief of Impoſitions ; and rather than 
own themſelves Schiſmaticks, will make 
their Governors Impoſtors. | 
But what is the deſign of. putting 
this ill name upon good Laws ? Why, 
the plain deſign is to keep the FRO 
rom 
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fram' complying with. them, and to 
hinder all Conformity and' Obedience ro 
them + Should they ſuffer them' ro paſs 
under'the ancient ſtile of Laws, Ordi- 
nances, or Iijun&ions, they might put 
in a juſt" claim to an Obſervance of 
them, and the People be thereby tempt- 
ed'to yield due Reverence and Obedi- 
ence to them ; and therefore to prevent 
this, which would be the Ruin of their 
Cauſe, they muſt. give rhem a bad 
name, -which they know is the ready 
way to make them defpis'd. Noncon- 
formity being a' breach of wholſome 
Orders and Eſtabliſhments, is wholly 
fupported by Diſobedience to them; and 
therefore they muſt not be called Laws 
or Satutes, leſt the guilr of breaking 
them ſhould awaken their Conſciences, 
and ſtare too much in their Face ; but 
they 'muſft be branded with the black 
Character of Impoſitions, that they 
may with the better colour and greater 
fafety ſhake off the Obſervance of them. 
This will ſerve to keep the People from 
the Church, where they are made to 
believe, that they are only impos'd up- 
on; and keep them to the Conventi- 
cle, where they are told they are more 


fairly and truly dealt with. And how 
_ uſeful 
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uſeful this,is to preſerve and propagate 
the Schiſm,: is very eaſy to imagine. . 

. Again; By this device , the Diſſen- 
ters can. ſhift of all the. blame of the 
Diviſions, from themſelves, and - lay 
them at others doors ; -which is indeed a 
great piece of Art, and ſtands them in 
ood ſtead ;. far if they are. charged 
with the danger and evll conſequents of 
our unchriſtian Diviſions and Separati- 
ons., they. preſently throw off all: che 
guilc of. them from themſelves, and lay 
it vpon the Impoſitions ; . they , good 
men | are in no. fault, but they who 
have made the yoke of Conformity i in- 
tolerable, | by laying too much upon the 
backs of their weak Brethren, and ma- 
king the Burthen too heavy: for their 
tender Conſciences to bear ; ' by*this Ar- 
tifice-they, ſeek cunningly to y': 04h 
themſelves of all the troubles and, com- 
motions in theſe Kingdoms, which they 
put. nat upon their own ſtubbornne 
and diſobedience to good Laws; which: 
is the true- cauſe of: them; but, upon 
their Governors for. impoſing upon, 
them, and making the yoke ' of Go- 
Teen: too heavy nd bard to: be 

orn 


- But 
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flea what: arc:abbfin) Lakvs which 


fix! this! odiohs:: brand+: upon 5; 
rd ol =p the Fr9 "Ah SOON | 
Ko 


thaw are; the ood: Orders 
aiſtitations of: the -Churtti:, 
appoirited, .omly for. \che:;exrernal Red 
verence and: .of::Divine "Wars: 


/tis-chei Liturgy land--Diſciplin® 
hp; cha that: muſt! go under 
this infamous CharaQer, to. [aÞ, theit! 
Followers::from: all: due: Submiſſion 
and  Qbedience to- Yap as ithe! 
firſt -Enemies of; Chri ty arrayed 
the ancient, Chrifians in: 'Bear-Skiok 
and Goat-Skins, that; chey might: be) 
the more; wortied and :baited-+by- the 
Multitude ;jii{o have-che :Archites ob 
Schiſm put this vile Title of whole-! 
ſome: Orders, to: make::thert the more 
hated, and: abhorred: by'the Peoples 

Heace we read, . That when (King: 
Charles| ther Firit, out: of a Pious: Zeal: 
forthe: Unity. and.: Unefortmiry: of \all+ 
the Churches 1a (his Dominions , Qr-: 
dereda: Liturgy to be: Compoſed and? 
Uſed ia the Church ot Sror/and,” which: 
was: | nq»mors than bath-been praQti-: 
ſed: in -alt+.Chriſtiao r:Churches, ;'and: 
well enough-became - -Chriſtian Prince: 

T0 to 
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todo; "What loud 'out- criesapainſt Im- 


Panties were ſome Tatbulenr 
ations Spirits in-that; Kingdom ? 
Who thereupon brake out in an unnatu- 
tal:War and Rebellion againft theiw Law- 
ful Sovereign; iyea, --} had'the-Impu- 
derce too'to: charge all that'Blood:upon 
Party pony Srleggs 
by: Tay £ors 
which we FRIES the aint of 
this'Degvice." hy *= © TP 
=:And chonghaburidantly Sos hath 
Ms oe me Ar own and: Foreign 
ewpurkacct on ag 
Ae 'yer.theicry: 11]1::g0' on, [to 
wreck eg and/propagate.che Schiſm.  - 
+; Bur what isit chat makes ccBurthen 
of: tiohs ware park call them) ſo 
heavy? Why! +: 
Ferft-; *F is the giving of Afeat and 
Conſent to all that is contained-in, and 
preſcribed by the: Book of: \Common- 
Prayer: This they are.coatinually-buz- 
Zing in the Bars of the People;/ though 
they are'no way concerned-18 it, aud 10 
ftight them-from-'the Communion: of 
the Church by their feigned and imagi- 
naty Scare-crows 3 for this'is no where 
required of them'z' and conſequently. 


cherecan be noreaſon of Dee i | 
wit 


( 6x.) 
with this Bug-bear,,but:only.ceg; 
chem from the publick/Worlbyp.:\: 
Miniſter indeed, whos £0. offer up. the 
publick' Prayers of the Church, is :x6- 
quired to give Is Aﬀeant:to chem : -And 
can.any. thing be more reaſonab Trop 
that He':that is; called 'to, this!) 
ſhould. be ſatisfied. it ithe Soundneſs off 
the publick Devotion; :Is it fit that atiy: 
ſhould Officiate this way; who: 
of the: Truth or Uſfiilaeſs of the pub- 
lick Service? - Muſt;not;this occaſion! 


reat »Colaneſs and 740 the 
Worlhip of God byih Ten r thihkk the 
erv 'the otnmon-Prayer, 
iy mage unto. him, :VEhby' 


po they not Foam Colter we 
If they do not, How can they; be:fit.t@ 
Officiate, or indeed' at:any time to: join 
10 the uſe of it? So that this, if ;welk 
conſidered, will be found rather a tieed-: 
leſs Cavil, than a juſt, Exception agaiaſt: 
the preſeribed Wo But. ; | 
24ly. TheImpofing 3 This,ard no Orher, 
adds to the weight of thie Tmolooe, 
and makes the burthen [too heavy; , - ; 
_ - How fo?: Is not a ſtanding Liturgy; ' 
containing all the 'Offices of Religion, 
ſafficient-to all the'ends of Piety: and 


Devotion? Are not Peace, Unity, and 
F 23 Order, 
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Ordtry beſt! elttyed "by: offe :U niforem 
Eſtdbliſhed” Fi>86-W ' Are 


Mtginpoſeda wunleſsthe are leſr 
free 2t0.\whit of *W) Gr frak 
pledſc; whiclyn' ily/breeds/Confu- 


fad doddory:Beilowork ? ?\O® this our 
own? 12d: Experience: may - abundantly 


oe era yres plainly Hhew thi 


fallacpyof this Artifice:”. 

£! ore h the wiſchief'of: this: Devioe i is 
roo iible'bork'in-Charch:and' State ; 
booabwn cry ingrae 'upon Impoficions, | 
and branding ure with that odi- 
ous: the, 7 hath! Kept many: from: all 
Qbeditheeronhiem-! 'n ſhore, thistiarh 
bred/a contempv ofiAuthorityg7abd 1n- 
volyd whole hos Lvowy in Blood and 


Confufien;”: 
Bute there is: ar branch -of--chis 


Aceifice, .and xXhat is, The tiling: the 
;df-Penalcies: of ':wholſom- Laws, ''by 


the hateful'name of. Perſecution This 


is a plain \conſequeat-of the! former ; 
for when Mea think themſelves impoſed 
upon by publick Orders 90 Confticuti- 
ons, they will ſoon think' themſelves 
Ferſecuted when: they are Puviſhed for 
the breach of them ; hence we figd the 
Difſenters often ſerting up theicry/ of 


Perſecution, by which they would have 
| their 


their Governors to be chought Tyrants, 


and themſelves the: Saints that ſuffer un- 
der then; yea, | they & com r 


Condition to that of "the phy 


Chriſtians, and would make the World 
believe, that when they are Puniſhed 
for the breach of Unity, Peace, and Or- 


der,' they.,are; 25; much Perſccuted-, ag- 
cho wk Ci oiing 1g 1g,pl their S Sul” 
ings for the. Truth of 


Chriſtiany 

But.chis Ar rrifice.þ ing, al eo bill 

detetted, | ſhalla NA More here, #7 
4 refer you tot... Lag, -- noganaotg 


—_— | . , *k1 Yb br. 


| TN "Ab. 


w % Cat 4, ot 4 # , as 
Vi GELS. C333; +4:4 bag £63 £1 


. S 3 ol % wy ov 
$543 \ 2445 


& \ * 9 QT. 
fat id a 


» 
"” 


(70) 


* F 
1 
s . , 
* &} [4 F-& ®, = af ' 
. & 7 ow” " 
» 4-4 =" U - Tn. - - 
Ly : " 
oo» 1 ; - 3 , ' ; 
aw - 4 6 o 
| , | 4 
. "4 | % CY E 3} = - 
. = - p m . i = >» 'v 
*- : ” * 
- . . * 
- * py 4 
- 
. - F . 


F DV EF 
T3 
o a 
[-; 
FaSEE 
+ Þ# 
v_ 


"Y 

; _ : P = =» 
GL, 
L % # 


» on ix rt niſchief of: r-lling 
Fin ing þ. bf yore names, as 


ſting pub by the naine* - | 


* iow, a go og of 


Perferttion ; which® fiath made many 
too careleſs of the one, and fearleſs of 
the other. 1comenow to 

A Seventh Artifice of en, and 
that is, to keep the People in mg: 
of the nature and danger of Schiſm, 
or elſe tosfeed them with wrong notions 
and conceits of it. 

adeed the Romiſb Prieſts are not 

e fudious to conceal the Corrupti- 
ons. of their Church, than theſe Men 
are to diſguiſe the Errors of the Con- 
venticle, 

This is evident in the matter of 
Schiſm ; for though it be. .one of the 
greateſt ins that can be committed, be- 
ing a' tearing in: pieces. the Body of 
Chrift ; and as far exceeds any other 

Yice, 


(71 ) 
Vice, as' *rending one” Limbfrom ans: 
ther 1s worſe than a'Corrupr Hutzour; 
yer the People mufi not kriow fo tyailich; 
the guilc” of it moſt *be-hid from their 
Eyes z'yea, ir muſt be Took'd on rather 
as a Duty," than a Crime'; and Fn 
tion from the- Communion of rhe Efta- 
bliſhed' Church, muſt be A withdraws 
ing fro" the  Syna ie of Satan. ' if 
any Chiteh-man' {hal!* prefamie'to*Ter 
forth: the heinouſneſs' of this Sitt ;'"or 
make ſo bold as to charge Difſenters 
with it, they are taught'ro call it Rail. 
ing ; and inftead of reforming the' Evil 
in their'/own Perſons, muſt agree't 
ther'to ran down the Preacher; rhis Js 
too well known in ove rp to need 
any proof; for none ved'this 
Sin in then; bue they faid he Railed ; 
and rhopgh it be Zeal Br Dury inthem 
to inveigh xp4inft the Faqlts of others; 
JE ESPE nity of 'Spirtt, and tacred 
er of Godlinefs, to lay opeit 
their Miarriage 
"But are th Men at tis while free 
from rhe þ it of this Sit, which" they 
lling to hear of P! +? | 
"Roni niley of it; for A 
ztation from 2 true Chtrch, 
6n of their own Teach- 
F 4 ers, 
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ers,. acknowledged to: be the, Sin-of 
lulm, 6A often declared. in. their 
inſt the Browniſts *of old, 
| (ea es.of :later Days.:: Now 
the Wieſt of them generally. awn the 
Church of . Exgland. to be a, True 
ang. noge-of them. with. all 
recal wabet en have; ever. ſhewed any..juſt 
cauſe for Separation f from it ;. and there- 
E, breaking. m the. Worſhip , and 
mmunion, of it; cannot poſiibly. be 
excuſed fromSchiſm, - | 
.. How then comes it to pals, that their 
Teachers conceal this from. them, .and 
not only ſuffer. this guilt to, lie;:upon 
them, ut lead and encourage them.roa 
1n. that evil, woich wemleſves, ,con- 
demned: in others ? 
'byz me Ra ging Reaſon i ist0 preſervo 
poo! e Party; for ſhould the 
People _ know bo nature: and dan- 
ger..of | Schiſm;, and be. ſenſible; how 
ry they are. of it, the ,Difſenting 
Cauſe would fall to the ground, and 
oy whole buſineſs ofthe Conventicle 
ſoonatanend;; andthe Soren pre: 
vent that , the Peaple. muſt be. kept in. 
norance "of . their Duty, .leſt they 
d-return.to.it ; and not be-permit- 
ted to. know che evil of Separation, . leſt 


they 


. 'T 


(173 ) 
they ſhould turn from, it... So that Tg- 


norance to01s the Mother: of. theſe Mens 


Derocion: :. and they who ſpeak-fo-much 
of. their great Light, are merely lector on 


05} Sege: in Darkneſs. 


+ But by what Arts do theſe Men thus 
hoodwiak. and. blind the yes of. the 
_ People?: Why, -. 

T, o binder them from the knowledge 
_ of Schiſm, 'they keep them..as,much.2s 
poſſible from hearing any Diſcourſes: of 
it; they.permit them not to. Read thoſe 
Books that would.diſcover.to them the 
Evil, of it : If -they hear. of any- Book 
written to that purpoſe,; or; figd.;it put 
1nto,.the bands of any of their. Follow- 
ers, they caution them. agaioſt-Jit as. a 
dangerous Piece, and tending to. ſabverr 
the Power of Godlineſs, T us do they 
keep their Followers imIgnoranceby:the 
fame- methods the Romiſh Prieſts: do 
theirs, - .. 
«If any,of their Teachers publiſh any 
| thing, though never ſo mean, to hide 
the Schifm,c and bardea their-Followers 
- In.ats they. ſe -1t about: 1n- Triumph, 
\ Poſting it up like Quacks' Bills in. Mar- 
ket-places, and other places of reſort ; 
nerdy ſpreading 'it among the WI 
U 


A  ,. 
Le RY 


- _- 
A NODA gr eros." Go_ 


Ore Rome er ooo 42 La " 


.—_— a 4 + i . 
Ms ns. os 4 a. lk _ "Eee? 
ds * OPIN 45 ee DRE 24 Et. rg ven 
EY EIA wwe ti et by 
=_—_ 


(74) 


'v lar,” who-are apt*to: magnify the 

r rinance; to feflen the Sin. * 

« *But'if notwithſtanding their endes- 
vours, the Eyes of any-begin'to'open, 
and they come to ſee the" fror of their 
ways, great care 1s taken to put out 
char Light; and to' ftifle ſich Convi- 
Qions: tf by any means they ſmell our 
the danger of Schiſm, they make them 
believe itts be only'a Theological Scare- 
Crow, 'whereby Men in Power would 
enforce”'their "own DiQates. But is 
breakinp the Peace and Unity of the 
Church a mere 'Scare-Crow ? Is the di- 
viding'of' Chriſt himſelf, and rending 
in ſiinder'the Comtubion 'of Saints , 
which is'the nature of Schiſm, ooly'a 
Bugbear ro fright Fools and Children'? 
Certainly they can” be no living Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Body, who are fo 1 in- 
ſenſible of theſe Convall jons.  * 

Butthey teltthem farther, That the 
Papiſts charge us with the ſame guile, 

and brand us as much for Scliſinanicks 
as we do'them.' But”; 

Ts there 'the-ſame reaſon ? Have Hot 
the Terms of their Conimunion been 
plainly: proved to be Sinful, and ſuch as 
we carinet ſafely join in ? "And hath this 
been ever proved of oiirs?” Nay,” Do 


not 


( 35+) - 
not themſelves own the contrary by: 
their Occaſional Communion wirh us? 
And; 'T'hope, there is ſomgy; ditfe- 
rence between a 'voluntary departing 
from 'the Church, .and being driven' 
from it. RY TETT 991 


But to keep them in their Schiſtn, 
they 'add', 'That the Terms of 'Com- 
munion ſhould be only Scriptural and 
Unexceptionable;* whereas Ours" are 
Doubtful, and ſach againft which ma- 
ny have great” Scruptes - and” Excepti- 
ONS. g:®. Ro 3 rare 

But is there any' thing; how! wiſely: 
ſodever ordered, Shift wh lk mu 
wilful Perſons may not entertain ſome 
Scruples? May not cunning and defign-' 
ing Men raiſe a mift before the'Eyes of 
the People, and keep "them 'Iram-dif- 
cerning the cleareſt Truths ? And wat 
ſuch artificial Doubts juſtle out a plain 
and 'neceſſary Duty? I hope che Wiſ- 
dom of Superiors may direC& 2nd over- 
rule in caſe of doubts,” and their Autho- 
rity'thay carry weight enough to weigh 
down fych ſcruples.* © 


When they./ars beaten out'of- theſe 
ſubgerfuges, they tell the hc 228 
"I iſm 
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Schiſm isa falling off. from the Commy- 
nion 'of che Catholick: Church, -not of 
This, gr- That particular Church ; fo 
that ci&y may continue Members of 
Chriſt's Churcb/in general, though they 
divide from the National or Pariſh- 
Church where they live. 

_ - Butis there any Communicating with 
the Catholick Chureh, without being 
in Communion with, ſome particular 
Church? Can a Member belong to the 
Body, that is not joined to any part of 
it? No more can any-be.a Member of 
Chriſt's Body, that is divided from that 
part of it where helives : So that if, the 
Church..of Eg a ſound. part 
of the Catholick Church, as is geae- 
rally. owned. by all ſober Diflenters , 
we cannot. divide from it, - without 
dividing from the. Whole , and Sepa- 


- 


rating : ftrom- the. Catholick Church of 
"as 


_ But; farther, to palliate and propa- 
gate their Schiſm ,. they tell them, 
That 'tis no. unjuſt Separation, till. it 
proceed ſo fat as to deny the Faith ; 
and whilſt they keep the Chriſtian 
Faith ,; they cannor juſtly be charged 

Woe _ But 
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But. is there no. difference between 
Apoſtacy', and 'Schiſm * - Is'it not-one 
thing;/to: deny- the:Faith, and another 
co forfake” the ''' Communion: of :the 
Church ?. May- not ſome be pretty 
found, and tenacious too, 'of the Chr1- 
ftian Faith, and ſo be neither Hereticks 
nor” Apoſtates; | who! yet -may -Sepa- 
rate: from the Worſhip' and 'Commus- 
aion:of the Chutchz:and fo be juftly 
branded: for .Schiſmaticks ? Do not all 
the-ancient \Fathers in their” diſputes 
with::the (Hereticks; \carefully:diſtin- 
guiflhiberween theſe /T'wo?: May we 
notſte- ſome: breaking the Unity and 
Communion of the/'Church ,- who! yet 
do:not renounce their Creed;-ofr. veny 
the ' Articles of the Chriſtiag/: Faith * 
The . confounding | cheſe Two, hath 
not only confounded their Notioas , 
' but brought great Confuſion into the 
Church; | p | 

And yet at other times they would 
perſuade them; - That: Schiſar:is only 
a':breach of Love and: Charity wich- 
i9:ithe! Church, : and-ſignifies no! more 
than! Diviſions! and Contentions among 
the- Members of the ſame Church, in 
crying -up. different” Teachers, | as it 
happened in the Church of Corinch, 


when 
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when one ſaid,' I. aw of Paul, another 
_—__ 'e: ;and this, fay' they, 

 begor - thoſe Sidings': and ' ' Fattions, 

which the. Apoſtle there-calls and re- 
proves by the name of Schiſms.  * 

- Well;; But if thoſe:lefler differen- 
ces: and iſidings/a ons the Members 
of ;the ſame Churchy be: by rhe- Apo- 
ſtle: iled Schiſms ; wry condeman'd as 
occaſions of great 'Heats' ant Animo- 
fitices, How muck more muſt- thoſe 
greater variances of: SR :Coni-+ 
munion-,/;and- rar 

Mectiops atid CASE Worth 

each -other, be \condemn'd. 607 ? 

And how #haturally. theſe gn rend 

to deftooy- Love:and Charity , #s/1t00 
plain 'byithoſe flames of Contention 

Jed. theſe caged have Ins —_ 


But "MHhare 1s one thing more by 
which they ,miſkead'' unwary; People 
in_this:matter, that "muſt not be. paſ- 
ſed) by, and * that is," their [making 
them: believe, Thati'an AQ of! Parlia-; 
ment by; granting a Toleration' hath: 
taken off the /Schiſr ,/'and rem6ved: 
the guile of it; for 'we:find che Ring 
leader of ' the Party venting this I 

otl 
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Notion, viz. If the Supre, 
< thority - looſen-our  Qbligation 'to the 
< Pariſh Meetiog ,- the Iniquicy-upon 
& this account. 1s'_not-to' be found, 
« and the Schifm: is gone; lo: here! 
< faith he, away opened for che 
« Parliament (if 
© both the trouble and ſcruple of 
« Schiſm out of the Land. 

But, can+they rid the Sin and Guilt 
of it too out of the Land ? If not, 
-*tis' fit the ſcruple and trouble of it 

too ſhould remaia to keep Men from 
it ; the Peace and Unity of the Church 
is given in ſtrict Charge by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles to all the Members 
of it; And is any Earthly Power 
able to looſen this Obligation? Can 
Human - Laws vacate the Authority 
afſq” Obligation" of Divine Laws ? If 
ſo, we might invert the ' Apoſtle's 
Queſtion, and ſay, 'tis fitter ro Obey 
men than God. The Parliament in- 
deed may take off the Temporal Pe- 
nalties, which themſelves have annex'd 
'- to. the Sin of. Schiſm ; but the Guilt 
and Obligation to Eternal Puniſhment, 
can be taken off by none but God 
only, who hath laid it upoa it. 


And 


preme Au- Baxter's 
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--- yAnd:yetithere'is one way by which 
—__ the Parhament may. rid ;thiscevil, out of 
thei-Land;;and that, is iby \Remaving 
Sobiſeiatical (Feachers; and Suppreſſing 
Seditious Conventicles:i;And that-way 

the Iniquity;of itmaynot be found,::and 
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"Another Artifice to this enf 
is, their  iſtaki oF. of Fen 
ſundry Holy [7 Eg 4 
wheteby they wrelſt ir TE 
ſale, and draw it in to ferve their'o\ 


purpoſe. 
Arid hefein again they are the Pollow. 


ers.of the Phurifees, who by theit falſe 
Glolles, and perverſe Interprerations, 
Ine void. the Law of 'God:' Of this 
any Inftances may. be 'given; "and 
that ys du thay be the berrer © ſarisfied of 
this Device, I ſhall ſingle ouit a few. - 
And the Firlt I {hall/'menrion' + 
theſe, ſhall be that of Dew, 4: 3.1. 
ball not add unto the word whith T rom- 


mand you, neither ſpall 4 "Zininiſh ought 
' "from 
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fron #t; that ze. may 2 the command- 
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._ From Mis Seri ure Hikes infer, That 
the Church of England bach made {&- 
veral Additions to he Word — God, 


19, 96. 
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g  aphinſt it; and the .. ain Roſe and | 
_ uſe we are to make of it, .is to — 

ware that we do not lay any ftum- 
bliag-block in the way of *Chriſti-- 


ans, Or be unto them an Seexfion of 
og. 


But what ſenſe do theſe beard _y 
terpreters pur "upon. theſe ' Words? 
Why , they take Offence there' men- 
tioned by the Apoſtle, not for' an: 
occaſion of Sin , but for any _ 
thar diſconrents or difpleaſes; and” 

. would have Supertors take” heed-'of 
enjoining any thing that may grieve or 
diſpleaſe” the Godly Party ,” \ opmey 
themſelves ; anJ ' indeed! rhey are 
tender, that a" finall® tmarter®* will 
grieve chem ; 5k, if they have | noe 

' their way, MM. 8b 

*rwill be" rd ſomerimes to keep! them 

and fo would' have, not: the 

om. of” Miperiber but cheir own 
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;. Noth" Artifice of * Diſſenters _ 
L£X uphold:their' Schiſm\-4j5>ro+ pro- 
mote the Intereſt 'of the: Party, 'and' to 
confine the offices of Kindneſs atid'Chas 
firy to thoſe of their-own Sei This was 
likewiſe the 'way; of | the Phatiſtes, of 
whom ourSaviour obſerv? d; Maris; 46,47« 
That they would only ſalute their own bre- 
thien, ind di'goodta nonebut furl as did 
gbou orhent incaning; -cliar they-made 
efi6ſe of their "0wh 'Se& the ſolo objeRs 
of their Courteſy'and Beneficetics/ We 

read of the Sinrerirans, "that they would © 

fare ſhew 'th&'way: eo Joo, er 
and the commos offices” of 'Huma 

—_— roſs; of thor 


Dr Cave. 


(190i) , 
A Learned Divine hath 'obſerved. of 


lity to thoſe 0 their SeQt ; and vp 
their Separarion- from the Catholick 
Church, by the Artifice of :Trade, for 
they would employ none to 7 ahh 


= 


| Gaye i Fang, merely by 


( 9659 


''Now how ſerviceable this Stratagetn 
_ 156 (uppott and increaſe the Party, is: 
eaſy'to conceive ;; for Tnirereſt\being the: 
great Wheel thar puts the Woridia:mo-, 
tion; that which'beſt promotesand lets: 
that a poing, ſhall be fure co -have ma» 
ny Followers; We read of fome that: 
followed our Saviour for che loxver, John. 
6. 26, 66: and when they failed; nulk- 
6d no more with him-; and there are ma- 
ny ſtill, char eſpouſs: -a. Patty-to. get 


bind; and emer 110 a ſeemingly”: Reli- 
gious Compac the better:ro'carry on 
rs ces We!are told 
O aniit gods 
pes; and ht Cay ng” 


bo! 
of Mammor, even when they :appeat 
Ne Ee 
Ceacners £00 are k 

the Intereſt of their ts rr reg 
ter to promote \their own; and labour 
hard to advance their Trade, ;zhav:they 
may havo the richer Prize ;7a0d make 
the boreer Merohvndize-of them: : The 


— 


} 


(92) 
whatever -pretences:-they; may make , 
ex + pot our Lara Ieſae Chi but: 
ur 'omnc:belly,; Rom 10:17; UyaNe, 
A ohaare: +Aith St Ppnls'1 Tim. 'b 130 
a thirootofo all. exil)3and eſpecially 'of 
the:evilgciof: Errorcatid:Diyi Ss For: 
while {ond have :caveted it. (fait he} 
they: have; exxed: from the: faith.';Ehis 
hath=made;{bme!: arwardto yept,aand, 
agabrny kn and be. ppg 
a 3 rong. \nelkfpons';:; 40d; [you 
ws. doubt, :bur; many will be Gill 
| Yew:Doftcip: uns 
dle, -whill they gall Goin or. 
Pracyta>New Money or hemln. 
. So:chat conkidering what: a. mighty: 
iofl zante worldly Imre bath.\upon 
eMindsdf Men, 'tis-n0 wonder. that 
fiſh for: Proſelyres with: this 
it-and-that ſo-maoy are caugnt and 


[£42008 
ET Sy! #/&4f 
” pr ebay t0- 
Re ke wdRr foie ths 


(( 935 )) 


bi gr per canferbiith 
=p worfly of fury ary.Sopr 


is a1narrow! anderdontraGedrEharicy 
t{1s:confloed-xt L.Sefhu whit ck 
eta in-cof phOrebuked io:this Phart- 
fees p "If jel lower theme (laith DeNuhir 
Jowvei gon, what reward: eve: jou? 'da-ied? 
rex the Publicans ite: ſame'f' (14nd: if 
 'youfalute-your brethren only; what Ho: you 
CO others? 1d oe Brv61% Pall 
cank ſa?: ver. wy 4Þ (This: 50 Hirof 
Menenary and; icftering[Love;-that 
ta hefoy thewoenlt of of Mes? who who 
Pplacd!theit;Behefirs!rhtre), whereqhey 
may>have. omdeain with! teriad- 
antage:; aod::(erver'a - 
ſerve: their: own-Honoufr ind 1 
.whichis: bt to{lovie:min-N cibbbour: 
piſs and i us 
to ng 45": ORT * ifs 
's .Abar x p:Smokd x 


'S 


NR oi ah re 
_ '>3Tadeed, herein mainly conkifts rhe 
evi of this Attifice; that 4" natural] 
ta deſtroy Love, and:to'nouti 
Fai for the coftrating theſe afts 


and 


| "4 Ag" .97 


( 5 ), 


Srapzehe Lovetiee dup: $0 Miz 

und ſerves only tocheriſha FaQtion. Yea, 
Ir tends co promote Hypocriſy as well 
Diviſion, for many needy Perſons by 
this means clpouſe a SeQt, not. ma_—_ 


ſerving of Mammon; which i is a mock- 
of God, and oneof the vileſt pieces 
of- Hypocrify. 

The Prezbyterians highly blam'd this 
_ of old, ang proved Independencya Fatti- 
5 by their making uſe of this Scrata- 
ogg they drew many Proud, Am- 
bios and Coverous Perſons into 
their $68, by the hopes of -Offices and 
other places of Profit and Truſt; they 
made many Proſelytes of needy, decay- 
ed, and broken Tradeſmen, by helpiog 
them to live; and poorngenem inaway 
to get ſomething ; they increaſed their 
Party by befriend _ ſach/as turn'd 
to them : This they. condemn'd'inzhe 
Independents, as the way 'to-make Men 
Hypocrices, -and ſhewed chem tor a&t 
not by any Principles of Duty and Con- 
feience, bur by the wheels "of Intereſt 
and Ambition. And may we not fee 
"them daily playing che fame Game ? 
7Do” not. che Szftaries increaſe and 


ſtrengthen cheir Pacries, by MO—_—Y} 
the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


. _. 
. b © r , o o 
i SS, FIZY +? th | J #4 : £: 
= - : of a oO ; ® / # 44 . » a i C 4 A . . 
# * - 0 . 
5. 4 V - ©. £7 » FP, # . b , 
4 - P 
£ ” - 
. 4 TT, ©9 : 
4 ' | 4 
be WY *, - - CY E _ , / - © » w . 
* p 
; ' » LT 4% - 4 i "\ ' + { : vs 
. | A F , \ # T3 * . « #3 F - of AE E.E 
% . d , , - 
" © 4 ® 6 : - ” : _— »” 
X - ” 1 . » . : , _—_ 4 »  - 


_ 
k 
- 


5 4 ws © es 
A Nothed/ Artifice .of  Diſlenters. to 
£Z"% ſupport their Schiſm , / is''their 
working: upon the - Weakneſs ,' :the 
Wilfulneſs., - and//:the - Diſcontents, -of 
the 'People to ſerve their own* ends 
upon them. This Artifice hath Three 
Branclies,” which muſt':be particularly 
wid-oper'' 7. 1100s HH 


The Firf is, their working upon the 
Weakneſs of the People, and making 
vle of their Tgnorance'to betray them : 
There are' many. among the Vulgar, 
who for '-want of” being ' train*d 'up 
betimes'in the way that. they ſhould: 
go, have: gone aſtray. ever after; and: 
being never well ſetled-id the Princi- 
ples of Religion, have: beeri fickle and 
unſtable in-all their ways; Such as 
theſe lie: open to the crafe and ſub- 
tilty 'of Seducers ; and are eaſily Per« 
verted by them. ?Tis not to be doubrs 


ed, but that there are many- well- 
H meaning 


(98) 


meaning rmaces th who walk on in he 


wW 
of tg Heap that dh fone: 
into them through the t - 


on wm = {ſo St. Paul Moves 
of tome, That by good words ir 
ſpeeches deceive the” hearts of tf = 
ple, Rom 15. 18. 5 Such: Medidor 
of>:timely, 4dftrution'; remaut C 
dren ig Underftindiag, and like: - fo 
wo, are tofs'd! to'and fro, from Set 
t&-:18c4, and catried about with. Gray 
windi af. 'Dodrine. "1 
Now*'*cis fuch as theſe! that Difſen: 
ters work moſt upon , taking: advan- 
tage of their blind Zeal to mil: if lead and 
unpoſe 'upon” them:; | hence «you 'may 
obſerve: their Followers © to - con{iff 
chiefly ofthe - Weaker Sex; - who: be- 
ing-led more: by:: Fancy than Judg- 
meat/ are! the-eafieſt to: be:drawn in- 
tothe: faare,:'and' the hardeſt to: be 
recovered out'ob it. A melting: Tone, 
ai whining Voice, ' affeQed Phraſes , 
vehemient' Geſtures, ' and the 'like, have 
impoled” upon-the Weakneſs of ma- 
ny',, who Rove taken ſuch: falfſe Fire 
for true Zeal; and: thought That to be 
Religion, / which is nothing elſe ' but 
Phrenzy or Deſign. - 
ow 


( 991)) 
.'Now'| the! Evil. of: this:Artifice muſt! 
be obvious" to any , ' that 1will obferve 
the-dangerous Errors, and monſfrous 
Qpinioas, -rhat many have- been drawa. 
into. by: chis flighc of Men , .and- cun- 
ning/Oraftiacſs., whereb y-they: hy in 
wait-tot Bobs for cheſe Men have 
or pa upon the: credulity- 
Vulgar, _— drawn them «nor! 
only into! bad. Opinions, but- theivileſt; 
PraQtigesziiand made” Treaſon,: Murther;' 
Oppreſiios, and-other groſs Enormi- 
ties, 'to'appear abroad; under the: CO» 
lours 'of * Religion, | -- 
Rag 7 theſe make their Markavs: 
of - what''is no way 'vendible;, /even 
the Tnfirmities of =E Brethren J:and 
ſtead” 'of/Ppitying and! alliting their 
Weakneſs; | work {10.ito their: De» 
ſtruQion; ' when 'theyoſhould be! Eyes 
to the Blind; they-:lead- rhem- out of - 
the wap ,i'and carry themiinto Boggs: 
and” hes: Which ſhould; make. the 
common': People more: aware of thele 
Crafts-men, and: take +heed: how they 
truſt themſelves in -fuch hatds:. + 
12dly.. Another branch of this Arti; | 
fice,” s to--work upon. the- Wiltulneſs 
of: the People. and to. make ule” of 


their Headineſs, as well: as :lgnorance; 
H 2 [9 


({100 ) | 
toconfirm; them [in.cheir' Schiſa... If 
you-obſerve.1t ;zzhere are many. among 
the; Viulgar , who: though. weak ':and. 
ignorant ;enoughy God. knows , are;yet 
very 5 Wiltul :a&d obſtinate 3+; they, are 
rod wile.ro learn; and too Niff to Roop 
eQ _ : wag ew p ens Such 
;ithele-- the: Diftentergy work; upon, 
into!;their Sect,» they;bave: them. faſt 
2nQugh:; - theit,awm'Priderand- Obſti- 
nagQyicwWill, .hinderstheir: irerarn and 
hardenixthem;:againft::all. Gonvitiqn ,; 
hence the Leaders of: the 'Sehiſm are 
buf/!1£0  infuſt&; Prejudices'anto [them 
againſt the Eftabliſhed -Werſhip -and 
Niſcipline:;/:a0d to: in ſtil wrong; |Noti- 
ons-of both, knowing if they; are once 
entertained 5:theyrare;fixed-chere, and 
*£will. be: hard:[to;remavei them:;3 and 
cherefore; they - endeavour to heat the 
Heads! of:ſuch+ Perſons with, a. falle 
Zeal, candithat: will harden their Hearts, 
and- 'feal: up:ther Ears. againſt {Ins 
{try@tion. If theſe Artilis :can-..but 
draw the Vulgar-into an_admuration. 
of- their Perſons or Parts, »4hey then 
attain-their ends, and can;llead them 
where they: pleaſe;; itheir;Errors then, 
ſhall paſs for Oracles; whatever __ 
| rom 


(/ rag: ' 
from. them [muſt bs -as::true- 85] the, 
Goſpel;-40d all theit Dibtares/ias ran; 
contraitlable © as thoſe of: the FORTIS 
Chitir;**; x! 2206 39s NE AN; 
'>Now- the iniſchicf SWy is aw 
open and viſible to, nged. any,'diftg« 
very ; for iPertinacie: FAdlurs dedif\- rex 
Sits" Deis: Obſtinacy' is a Diſeaſe 
of 'the- Mind , Fang there is'n& 
Cure; for it; rejects /the uſe':of all 
good means, and renders 'the-caſe of 
ſuch as fall 'into it, deſperate and- > 
medileſs 3+ 'te- that | is-:obſtinately- 
difted to an Error, -wilfully 'thigs: 4 
Eyes'/agaihſt- the - Lights! #6 ſuch-a 
one uſt neceſſatily walk on. i1n-dark> 
neſs; he fall into the: deep [Abyſs 
of black 201d eternal Darkneſs; 'whick 
ſhould' teath all -Men'to: beware of 
ſach--Leaders; as-[ thus darken r-ghs 
Minds; and _ the Hearts of  cheio 
Followers, 'and wY both: lead' then an 
to:'rhe gulp DeſtruQtion. - Phis 
will be. 67P Trans -of - fuch- as: 'recerve 
not the Truth in the'Tove: of 4t,; (bit 
_ at&1c&d%6h ro believe'@ lie, andiear- 
red awiy: with ftrong! deluſions: 'Bur 
' there S, :: 
$dbt "Another yeangh of this Artis 
oy and that is, T __ working "ey 

43 
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the! Diſcontents: of People ro: .draw 
chem "into. 'the Schiſm, "There are 
viſh and perverſe Tempers, that*they 
rake *pet upon 'any* flight ' occaſion, 
and'like:'Tinder , ©catch fire/ar every 
ſpark.” One+Man-has not'the Honour 
he would have; another hath \mifſed 
fuch a 'Place or Prefermenr he' expe- 
ed; a-third hath received" ſome Injury 
ef Afﬀeront 'from'his 'Neighbour:; 'and 
all: theſe are-pur-out of Humour, and 
grown Diſcontented ;' one'Mag's great- 
neſs: is an Eyeſote co another; [fome 
body or | other 'hath  anger'd © fuch a 
Cholerick Man ;” and he muſt be re- 
vengd.” - But the 'miſery is, 'they all 
ſeek their revenge 'upon the Govern- 
ment; if. anything - hath diſguſted 
them in the publick- Adminiſtration 
of [A fairs, they - preſently make-ir an 
occifion of Separation; and whatever 
happens" amiſs in! the' State, makes 
them-quarreF'an fall: bur” with the 


Church. ) TIVOT MH F621 IS 4 

- Now theſe Waſpiſh' and Cholerick 
Petſons:, 'of which the World affords 
but too many , are another ,4orr' of 
Meh which our "Difſenmers" mainly 
wotk 'on, Jehding | an Bay _—_ 
| ge £1 om» 


(+  # . 
t55-uhd i wv: their DiC' 


[dn 
con ration $'-they” deter 
ers 2 Whay=chey! 


"Ach hog di "np, VO t- PRY/ 16519 
tat ic \ ſou cal po 
employed laicha' *Gdvernmensy!) and\ 
cryin Fark; chat Fueh: Worthy Pere 
fons | {hould: Be neglefted ; | and When 
by this aeans they'have inclined*and; 
prepartd-thens for the-FaQtion, | they 
declare theit-readineÞs rd embrace them, 
and attheir coming, with opett arts: 
receive” chetty into it, - Thus is theit 
Religioh '6witg- to! the 11] Nature: of 
the-ofie; and the Submlty-of the other, 
and the Profeſſion - of i >; itt both, 
made uſe of ' to- Colintsnance Aly 1 it 
plaihly'forbids.-' - 1/1. 

Now how ſerviceable this Strata- 
gen” is:to''inereaſo" the Party, is caly 
ro-obſerve; 'for- hereby great Numbers 
are drawn td invived inte the Schiſm 
and! all igribtant, -wilfat, and diſcon- 
refited 'Perforis, rut! {nfs the FaQivn, 
as\ Into? Cotnini6n Sewer ; if [=o 


chine:a/Maleconteht-or Diſaffe 
the State ,"*he ſhall don -be edcoura- 


[to-/be {© in the' Church, ind his 
ion ſhall- receive 'a: tintuie: from 


the Bncgk of” os It- *y | 
a 


Ta 
»& > = # 


| 


Apdvirh K) Con- 
'the-/Hearers ,.!/tis - Pity - 
have, any thing: If a, Wo- 
man: ; hath , proved Unfaithful- or. Un- 
dutiul. to. ber, Huxband, and thereby | 


mily, away ;1h -t0 the.Conven> 

ticle, where ſhe 15 received as A:Saint, 
nn. the blame laid upon the INPAGERt 
d at home. 

Ina word ; 3:If any for their: In Be- 
haviour in the Church, be juſtly: Ex- 
communicated; or turn'd out .of 'it, 
they. preſent betake themſelves to. 
the Conveanticle, where they who' were 
rejected” as great Sinners in ;the-one, 
reepived as: great + Saints :in.; the. 
"Thus is;-the; Conventicle;.che. 
Sink. of. the Church, whe the Refuſe. 
and Of ſcouring, off the s FUBs. and, 
empties it ſelf into_the © gg 
| Now. is not” this; a. vile and - Ga 
 Rerous Stratagem, that leaves ſuch; an 
outleriand i] Croaragteer. to.all man-; 


r1 ner 
, 


(« 95! )z 
nerof Vice? Muſt | not this take away 


4 C 


or of .D 


x7 © ſhame. and puniſhmear of 
+ This 1s a: mayer; reatrowah. of hs 
Conlideration of. Superiors, toftop 
utlet of Impiety,. and to.ſhut gens 
-opens $0 / I, much! Arheiſe and 


. = 
0 - y 4 ; 
fuGon- I am : , | F 
, l 'S : "Y : | Y TY » [| - 7 4 , 
: * 
TY * " o : du 
A Tweet Ya ” «hb #s #. ; is / | ; 
. £ . , o 
= Y x 
o ” 
LW Oo. 
” = x 


j + & 4 
o t * 
4 
. *#3£O 57 $ 
& Y #53343 


L 
\ | You 4 $0 us - ® & « ; #7 ;* 
"> 1 - : 4 4 .  'Y "* 2 
- mm 
F | . . Pp + # 
P1291 , 03 1 I 4k | 
; IL. # & . 
245444 "IS F V 6 6 + * g 1 5,29 
PF , "2 . "Y " ; P 
" « : «ITT a » 4 : PT ij - 
F 
-% : 
P - 


(' 10G) 


| . oi 
, 3 5% av F 14 He? wa 
Y. 9þ fd 33 22483 21 3 # \ 4: 4 VL , 5; G 


bt 1 A, ai DOU8 inns m2 FRO | 3414 
'  B 


I Bot 1£35371141Th tnR 14 


:Norfior: /Artifics"6f: Difſuraers ” 
—_— their Schiſm, is # pres: 


IE ms Go 
er 

of the 'Papifts; who. tall-;for co 

though! - ſetves? wil Cpive node; 


2, \ they herein not'6nly follow! the 
teps, but aC the part, and promote 


b; 


the very deſigns of the Papiſts ; For 
did not the & Catholicks ſtrug- 
gle hard for this Liberty , merely to 
bring about their own ends? And is 
it not well*known how the Diſſen- 
ters.. joined with them, in their en- 
deavours of taking off the Penal 
Lips, Jad Teft, which would have 
undermined the Reformation, and Eſta- 
bliſhed Popery. : ? 


But what 1s that Chriſtian Liberty 
theſe Men pretend. to, and call fo 
'is a freedom from 
ation of all Laws about In- 
different 


loudly for? Why, 
rhe 


(16x). 
diffcrent things? in/''the Worlhlp' of 


God 3/;or their not being” tied? = He to | 


any: ether Rules in theſe: "ings; bk 
fuch as: they in their g i{fdom 


ſhall think fr; hence "boy perſuade 
the. People , 'thar” to. preſcribe: ' any 
thing in the Worſhip of God, "which 


he himfelf hath' nor "Comcdatatu'; 'is 
an invaſion 'of - his Pre + rreats and 
an infringementof Ch Liberty 
But whos God any: where reſtribud 
the particular Times, Places, Habits, 
Geſtures ; and: vther Circumſtances of 
Divine Worſhip ? : Hath he:given any 
other 'than ſome: general Rules'for-the 
more Deceat and Orderly performance 
hereof ? No;:*tis" certain he hath not; 
why, ' then tte: parricular 'determina- 
tion of theſe Circumſtances, - wherein 
this:Decency and Order :confifts, muſt 
be left -to that - Power "which Chrift 
harh' fer 'up in his Church: For-ro 
leave:every \one to his own” - 


in theſe. rhings;"is a -Priaciple of-Womh- 
fuſion, | and moſt-bring'all zmnanaer/of 


Fndecency and: qeery _ the Ser- 


vice» of God: © 
\How «then ks this: t0* be called 
Chtiftian Liberty? Hath Chriſt» any 


one.” Commandos or Allowed = 
UC 


BREE 4 2:8 
ſuch. Liberty in';his: Church , or. ex- 


empted Chriſtians from: Obedience to 
Autbority:/in ſuch 'Lawful: and Indif- 
ferent 'things? No; he | hath given 
both/\his Precept and Example to "the 
rary'z-'for he' was" not -only Obe- 

dient +0,the? Roman Power in all Law: 
ful rhiags, but: paid all-:due Reverence 
and: Ohedience-'to:; the Authority of 
the-Jewiſh Church ; he Rtritly obſer- 
ved the:Rites and: Ceremonics of the 
Tewiſh' Service; as well thoſe of Hu- 
man as Divine Appoititmegnt ; he: kept 
tothe: Geſture uſed 40 M Fating the 
Paſſeover, : Matt. 26.20. and: punQtu- 
ally -Conformed: ro all-rhe Ceremoaies 
of the Synagogue-Worſhip. ©, 1 
'$o- that*'ris prevaricating with God, 
as, well as deceiving: the People, to tell 
chem, Thar Chriſt hath-diſpenſed with: 
all-Laws 'made-for the external Order 
and* Decency.: of * Publick - Worſhip , 
and: giver them a Liberty to behave! 
temſclves/in- it-as they, pleaſe. | -: 
But: :dges | not the Apoſtle. tell Us,” 
of 4" liberty mherewith Chriſt hath made 
ws free; willing us 70 ſand faſt in tt; 
and' nots;tor bt: entangled again tn' the” 
vole. of \botidage ? * Gal.) 5.1. | Yes ;/btr 
that wes a Liberty tra 
keg? I 6b £7255 2 ODaLl: 


(409) | 
and. bucthenſome; Rites. and/-Ceremo» 
nies; of: Moſes's..Law which for: the 
nymber -and uncaſineſs of-: them y./:are 
by- St: Peter jultly [tiled a Yoke; ;and 
ſuch a 0ng- t00, . «x neither they, ar theit 
forefathers were able:to bear, Ads 15% 10» 
for. their Templ ples daily fow'd_ wich 
the Blood -of their Flocks and: Herds:; 
their” Altars. ſmoak'd  with'- the , moſt 
coſtly. Incegſe. and Perfumes: ; in a 
_ they were on reſctibed-.to , al 

moſt ,inall._ the.;punQilio's of Human 
Life, and few. or-00 things were lefr 
indifferent tro them. | F 
: Now theſe (things being for the moſt 
part; Typical.,' and - only ' ſhadows - of 
| good things td xome', were:all tobe 
done away .whea the Subſtance: came ; 
accordingly at Chriſt's ':coming - all 
theſe  < s vaniſhed like darknefs 
at the approach; of - the Sun, and. the. 
cloudy | Types .of the. Law; were! 
diſpelſed by.-.che- brightneſs . of; bis 
Cgming. - 

Now. a freedom: from thols cums: 
berſome Rites. and Ceremonies of. the; 
Qld Law , is the Liberty: wherewith 
Chriſt hath made vs free z andto.return' 
to the Qbſervance/of them, is ta be: eg-' 


tacigled again in the yoke of OI 
ut 


( 210.) 


© Bur--what'is: this to' Governors ap- 
plying the general 'Rujes-of Scripture 
about the Order and! Decency of - God's 
Wortip? to particular Laws abour it? 
Here the .Ceremonies-enjoined! are: avt 
Fypical;>as che: Jewiſh were ; nor-is 
the-vbſerving "of + theta -virtual de- 
nying  thas (Chriſt 1 is''come 'in the 
Blefh, -as the! continuance of che Jewiſh 
Rites would/be; but arg” Appointed 
nly, = the'-mmote -come Ms 
ping':of Gvd manifefttin the fleſb, *atid 
the more folema Praifing' of God. the 
Father for that incitimable Blefling. 
To obſerve fuch»wholfome 'Orders 
made-for\this'end, is ſo: far fromcin- 
fringing- our Chriſtiam: Liberty, © thar 
it -would-.'be a great infringement"of 
it to 'do-orherwiſe, - Fory us 


vFirf; This would infringe the Li- 
that-Chriſt hath left with Go- 
vernots, of -Ordering-ſach Indifferenc 
things ; "this is the main, if nor the 
only» Branch: of © their Ecclefiaftical 
Power:; (for. the Subſtantials: of :Divine 
Worthip are - already 'Appointed ” 
Chrilt,. and} che 'Spiric of God (hath 
left ſome! al Rules for -the' more 
orderly: 1 ance" bf-11t: 51 bur--the? 
| Par- 


(/h13t) 3 
painicular:Rules of Order: and Decen. 


cy being no where Preſeribed:3.xheſe 
| ddeferca the-determindtioni of;”.our 
Governars:;.: whom: we arg» 5 


| tld forinht Lorids fakes and «pr 
= » mf 
| Power a6 - 


u efted- Withuyirio bet: yet: were 
bound;\up;andbderermined in'fac-more 
particulars _ —_— ” 21 
- r:Apaio;:Ta | off. gar -Qbedience 
in-theſ Indifferents thidgs; Gs"to in- 
_ the Libercy of the People;/ who 
: be! thereby: deptived of :a«berrer 
wore ſerving God:; -and ; likewiſe 
Gb ed them. to' the Puniſhment and 
Dia ſure. of .che Magiſtrate -for -Dif- 
obering him in things chat are with- 
In his Power tg: Command: . 

-Bic wherein thea lies 'our Chridi- 
an Laberty, if! Governors may cim- 
poſe: what they think-fir/upon/us ? © 

Why ; the :Governors 'Libetty con» 
ſoſts. 0) chis, Thar. they are not” tied 
upitoany particular. Modes or : = 
cumftances 'of Divine Worſhip, but 
may etal Lacktferent hangs, _ 

cy 


E 


((412#)) 
Kjhdiges -—>—p4 pres Grier 


Thi Peoples  Libetry ties. in '2his; 5 
That: they:do- notrrlool upon'or oſs 
the thiags: contained:id fuch: Injuatti: 
ens; as:effential-parts of .Divine-Wor- 
thip,. or; matters. neceſſaty to Salva. 
ciog.obut! mercly for: Diſcipline and 
and-Qtdets fake 3 they retain till the 
Liberty of.-the Judgmene- about? che 
natuare2ob the thin z"rtiough the oft 
of then: be for-1 add! Kya abverAn 
ſons' reftrain'din mio no 1 

-- Whereas ſucli' a Liberty as ſets Men 
fad drom all-Laws' and good : Orders 
of this kind!,: is a> wild and ;extrava- 
gant-fancy; and. lets: them-looſe.'ro all 


 Diſacder; ithis is!-£0) uſe | out Libary 
as.a Cloak of: 'Maliciouſneſs; afidi4to 


rmake-icia Pretence'or Covering for all 
Liceatiouſneſs- Fare 'i;4'in 

" Bur what'is the deſign of. this falſe 
ptetedce to+ Chriſtian Liberty * Why, 

tis to-give' the People ores: exbients 
the Laws:at.\Pleaſure,; and leave them! 
to- the + Guidance-'of 'rheir own) Hu- 
mours'-»without-:' Controul ;': by: this) 
means :theyteach: thenr; to echt the: 
Church, chat .ro<Canventicles'-to; 


fer. - cher Chriſtian Thberty 3/ avd\ to 


encou- 


pens Fr hee he wn Gale 
liven! meſter up earth oat! ny Y 
_ wWhick# 81's) caution agaiott -receiving 
the- corgupe* DoQrines! and'Traditions 
of. the Phary/ees is 'by chem. dnrer- 
preted{for rejefting!the-Lawful Coms 
 . matils of 007 pen, 'Thar-of 'the 
Apoltle,' BY not je the ſeryants bs yn 
1 Cor. 9, 231+ which; forbids- 
flaving the -'Conſtience/ co the impe- 
_ rious/Diftares of: falſe: Teachers 7'is'To 
expounded; as to take off all rhe Ob- 
ligation/\'of \goo#l + Orders; "iS. /Peter's 


Lording it over God's "heritage, 'T Pet. 


5.3- they interpret of: che Tyranny 

"of he: Biſhops, eh rr rrgs 
on pit poten from! a rar to. 
them; ' Sorare do they Bxpou their - 
Chriſtian Liberty, which chey makeuſe 
of as pretence. to:ſhakeof: tlie Nalewyi 
by evade _w were ;s fron» po 

ca ," they E : this: Laberty: 

far, as' to "ehink theinſ:lves-obliged 
not to-do what is Ny te) trey 
' lkewiſe iro! do+what is! Forbidden, "i 

the defence of ic: Socthat if -the:Magi 
frate ſhould forbid whit he would havg 


done, nd command what he-would noty 
4 ” I theſe 


\ 


| —_ ans fie this (vc; 2 
and. +Crol5-grain 'd fort cof. Liberty,” a 
privilege purchaſed: far them by- Jeſbs 
Chit, and aDepoſirum. committed 
to: the 'care-abd: keopingi of -the; Chri- 
wave or as- if - hes oO given 
| IQ Diſpenſation om : Obſerving 
alli good -Qrder ,:' and let- them .lovſe 
ro+all Diſobedience:| Whereas ſuch. a 
Ptivilege- is {#1 far from. being \worth 
the purchaligs, that "ris much better 
tobe without it; for this; wauld . be 
an engine. þf..-perpecual,-Diſcord and 
Confuſion 5: the;milchief whereof both 
to Qhurch. and; Kingdom: ;is; 400, viſi- 
ble [ta incet]. 4dyiing open... 

-+iRutdidaheſe Men, whoa alan 
«{:Ghriftina Liberty, allow! that Liber- 
-4y-wYorbers cohiernthey were.in Power, 

minalrehey/houe clam to themſelves ? 
| No: quite//otherwile ;nbng ; were 
dver.imors rigid-Impoſets , and: more 
Hotorjous -Lofringors. of - Gbriſtian, Li- 
berty. than. ehey:j Jus well known that 
they /prefied 'the! Covenant-upon {Mens 
. Conſcicaces with far greater tigor, than 
ay ever did Conformity: /tas theſe 
very 


' 4 


dit... 1 | 


ak, 


igar they —_ alone ont 
ed it. .. Whea ſome put | 


F og 
_ ee i of Chriſtieg, Liberty 


= 


| PALL nf A gs 
Wk , 


$ mitigation , le 
des 9 
io. ear 


, 


 thens upon, Mens CIENCES, 
Ky bem, char / twas ooo, A Re 
12: 16. ay, Let ns, bench 148, lone 
anger, nd gaſp away Their cards f1 from Mi 
e find:ons, of them; commending. the 
Parliament forendeavouringts tence.the' 
Vineyard with afſetled Milicia, togather 
our the. Malignatits as Stones, and to 
make a Wineprels in it for the {(queezing 
of Delinquents. 

- But whar ſhall we ſay of that barba- 
rous Inftingement of Chriſtian Liberty, 


in xprefliog the —_ upon the Con- 
ſcience 


which they knew 
niedhim;the uſe of the" Li; 
wet he earneſtly defired it; 
yould not allow' him to uſe 


. though he' declared it againſt his 
ſcience ro join in away of Worſhip, 
where it was wholly uncertain whar the 
Miniſter would fay ro'God, hoping (as 
he told them ) 7hat they would not offer 
Violence to the Conſcience of their Sove- 
reign, yea, they denied him the Atrend- 
ance of his own Chaplains, to Dire& and 
Comfort him in bis Troubles ;''4 WT 
Eikon Baſ, Rigar and Barbarity (as himfelt ftiles it) 
greater than is ever ufedby Chriſtianrto the 
meaneſt Priſoners, or greateſt Malefaors. 
$6 that this prexence toChriltian Liberty, 
is a Device made uſe'of to ſerye their own 
rurn,and to be deni'd to all others ; which 
plainly ſhews rhe Fallacy and"Falſhood 
© rant Nye Ee ooh 


, is £24 þ 
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Noth er. Artifice of 'Dillcaeers & 

p their Schi 15 a 
ac p keep 


Yor 


r means. Yi dification. 

151.2 Pevies occaſioned by the Tgno- 
rance .of $i  Peox le, 'and cheriſhed in 
them by the Subtilry of their. Teachers. 
They cannot, ,Edify ( they tell us) {6 
well in the Church as ia 'the Conventi- . 
cle; and. they Profit” more by the Ser- 
mons of the one, than'they can by the 
other. ...- 
. This 1s a.. plauſible and popular Plea 
for Separation, and bath help'd much 
to increaſe the Party ; for it” E artel a' 
fair. ſhew of Zeal and Care for their 
Souls, .to look out for the beſt means of 
Edification;z none, they think , can 
blame them if they hear thoſe Sermons 
by which chey Profit moſt,” and follow 
thoſe Teachers that beſt promote cheir 
Eternal Welfare. 

- But let us examine "what Truch there 


; is in this pretence ; to this end we mult 
|| 3 ; Ely 


(*118*): 
en cone NS it 1s to Profit by Ser- 
re the moſt if ng 
ets? Nas 7 ww | 015-6 


dangerous miſtakes in both. 
To Edify then, or Profit by Sernions; 
is, Firf, To have our Judgmeſits well 


EA fa 4] Know! | 


UK Seri Soars tjires; bs beſt 
made 'thd8 and purpoſes: 


oj an foal E indeed the mot Edi- 
ing Teachers: i? they whombft grow 
in Grace, and the found: Kiiowledge of 
God, and abound moſt in- all the aQs 


of Virtue and 4 Good Life, are moſt 
dified by the Prayers and Diſcourſes: 
oe hear and A the beſt Proficients 
hrift's 'Schook, 

iP ©} ow thereis no Church in the Chri- 
ſtian World that affords better. thieans of 
Edification to all theſe purpoſes, 'than 
that whereof "we ate Membery *For 
there the Word of God is faithfully 
Preach'd and Expounded, by which we 
may be thoroughly Toftrutted in all Di-- 
 vineand Sacred Knowledde : There all 
the Articles of the Creed, containing 
all that is neceſſary to be Buliev'd, are” 


plaial y 


"to! s} 


( Wy 
=] 


ir, Halt on SES 3 
TI Fe xy adder 


God, 'td*offer up z Þ 0 bop: an 
Well oth Bevvtivg/? ke "POL 

"There, again , we heap-the Ten Cong? 
mandmetits Frequently Read. and Ex« 
plain'd to mg in the full latitude both'6f 
the Precepts and Profibitivhs'contaia'd 
in them ; "; which we "ria learn/hoW 
to walk 7 the wholet of our lives; 
ſo as tO Pleaſe God, xn P -ofit our ſelves 

' Ina word ;' ' Ther nf 'Duty i incu - 
bent on us, either with relation to 
our Neighbour, or ourſelves, but as 
is clearly dpened, arid by the mo 
per and preſfing m rt 
And there'is Sin or” Tran ! lo 
againft either, Pan's at we bed the 
moft* convincin nts dehorted” 
from in the Pu ae? femblics of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church. | 

© Whereas in the Sepatate Meeti of 
SeQaries, the Holy Scriptares y* 

very 


bad! og ded,. and too often 
4 hk I 4 ſadly 


> may be le up" 
*-'Fherc NO 


PR 


kept in gs noragce 
| of cheir Duty.-.The ; great. 
f ny Fray, Peace, and Order, 1 in. 
t Woh of, Chriſt, AR, Ever be 
fairly explained or inculcate 1n.. thoſe 
places,.,w here.their very Meetings are a 
gontradiQtion.. co: them. , The. heinous 

ore and guile of Schiſm mult. nor be 
laid. open, fince all their Conventicles 
axe founded upan.it.; ' The tender;point 
of. Diviſions, ſo ſharply rebuked by the 
Apolile, mult. not be touch'd upon 
Ws Where fo Any love or. live by 


d. "now let | any impartial Man 

£ ce wearclike to find the belt 
drfication,: either 1g'the pubs 

Fe Ae the F-nucghs . where 


= 


rate M Tc aries, pin i 


bare oldi at chem, tempts them 
_ ne +, of 


= » © 
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.i>But:wherce. then lies the br fallac 
Miſtake in this matte > Wh, be 
| ple-are imposd Ly by falſe, Notions 

of. Editicacion. « For, oe 
To -,Lixſt, .c:0me- take: the fond Opinions 
and-aifected Phraſes of a Party, for the 
:ft-means of Edification ; That ey 
hear,any diſcourſing of Election and Re- 
probaiion, in_ which they.commonly.ca- 
nonizethemfclyes, and reprobate others; 
it, they ſaucily pry into and, pals their 
udgment'in thoſe ſecret things that: be- 
long:to God, and withal milinterpret 
the reveal'd things that belong 0 them, 
they think themſelves mightily edified, 
though they -kaow nothing aright in 
choſe matcers.: Again; if they hearthem 
talking of. Rolling upon 7eſus Chriſt, and 
Lying flat upon ih» Promiſes, with other 
ſuch Myitical and Phraſe-Divinity, they 
prick up their. Ears, and are 'wonder- 
fully pleas'd with-the unintelligible Jar- 
gon. it chey happen ro go to the Church, 
an hear che plain: Senſe of the Goſpel 

laid open, and the true Notiops of 7 
ſtification,. Regeneration, Converſion, 
and Salvatioa explain'd to them , they 
thiok themſelves unedified, becauſe they- 
are not amus'd with ſome fine-Conceits 
about thoſe things, The cruth 1s, a lels 
ea oos © 


Pg 


—_— 7, 
they underſtand, che more they are $9j- 


fied ; Which © makes them go tof the- 
Church witlr prejudice; where they ate! 
entertain'd. with ſound DoQrine,, an# 
the ſober Notions of .eligion;; arid" to 
delight only'in- the Myſtical and Vain 
_ Talk df theConventicle, whereby they 
miſtaKEthe rue means of Edificarion.” 

_ ”*Apain, 2, They miſtake 'the falſe 
Heats'bf Fancy, for the true Warmth 
of the Heatt; 'and think they have pto- 
fired by = Sermon, merely becauſe they. 
were pleas'd :* This is 7 frequent'and fa- 
ral Delufion, for falſe Teachers com-' 
monly work npon the Paſſions of their 
Tearers,'. without a right informing 
their Judgment, and ſo make themthink' 
ethſelves edified,, when they. are all 
the while merely deladed : To thisend, 
a'\melring Tone, ſolemn Looks, vehe- 
megr ACtion; are made uſe of; and ha- 
ving by theſe Arts warm*d their Ima- 
ginarions,” make them believe they 'are 
fifed with a true Zeal, and ſo ſtrangely 
edified', as if they felt fome extraordi- 
nary 'Tmpulſes of rhe” Holy Ghoft ftir- 
ring” within. them, when all rhe while” 
"tis no other than the "Motion of the 
ArvtnatSpirits, occafion'd by. che Heats 
of Fancy, and arechicfly owing ro their 
Ewold Bodily 
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_—— NE 
forEdification, ant}going on Pl ett 
on, is Cas one hath obſerv/d ) to betray” 
the People. into-the power of every Im- 
poſtor', who hath the knack td raiſe 
theſe” Heats, and make them paſs for 
Reaſon and Conviftien of Mind. Theſe 
- miortify-no' Sin , gor improve any Vir- 
tue, and ſo make men'neither wiſer nor 
- better than they were before, but rather 
more. fickle and inconſtant, and apt to 
be Eatried about with every Wind of Do-; 
Arine: Whereas true Edification helps 
men to'grow in Grace and Kndwledpe, 
atid. Teayes more firm, and laſting Im- 
prefſions of Virtue upon the Soul.” © + 
.* Moreover, this pretence * to- better 
means of Edification, ſets'the common; 
People a Judging between better and 
beſt; of which by reaſon of their. Igno- 
rance and Tnftability they are incompe- 
tent Judges :. Indeed there 1s ſo much 
of "Humour and. Fancy in mens Compa- 
rifons' between Teachers, that lays'them. 
open to great Miſtakes and Inconveni- 
efices about it; it fills the beſt-meaniog 
erſons' #mong them with endleſs Scru» 
ptes whom to chuſe, and where to go, 
ahd is a Principle of great Giddineſs and 


"> 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


Yea, 


| ( 224.) | 
1Yeae..the.miſchicf of it, is, too greac; 


to have'any Licenſe or, Countenancergir, 
ven.to.itin any well-confituted Church; 
for it ER Order, Peace; .and good. 
Government of .it, and naturally creates, 
Divifjon and great DiſtraRtions ;\ ar ſers 
people a gadding afcer new Inventions, 
and. .neccflarily. brings on, the Guilt. of 
_ So that: this pretence confutes it ſelf, 
aL EPres a great hindrance tothe Edi- 
icatiqn it. pretends to, He chat conſtant- 
ly attends the Praycrs. and. In{trudions. 
of his; Rarochial Guide, ſhall learn and 
profit more than he that hunts about for 
better means of .Edification > .4 rollany 
Stone .( we ſay) nevergets Moſs: An 
he that runs.after and heaps to himſelf 
Teachers, may have his icching Ears 
tickled, but ſeldom hath either his Heart 
renew'd, or his, Life, reform'd by ſuch. 
means, | | 
Apain, By keeping cloſe to a ſettled 
Paſtor, meo may have all the Parts and 
 Daties of Religion one. time or other 
explain'd_ and applied to them ; and this 
will tend more to true Edification, than 
the Oratory of Idoſe. and general Dif 
copries, which for the moſt part only 
nters into one Ear, and goes ont at the 
ther.  Belidey, 


(r25 ) 


_ this running after! mw Teach- 


t dicoura T 
fuk , to ſee/hil Rf forfiber 


Flock, and find them following Wolves 
In Sheeps cloathing : This rends at once 


to'hinder the' Preparations of the;Mini- 


ſter, and the Proficiency of the People, 
who”might have better Sermons, and 
profit more by them , if they would 
mote' frequently atrend ther.J” 

It a word,” Fhis'wanton Hamnour of 
leaving their own Minilter, 't6 go'where 
' they can profir beſt, hath been: ſeverely 
elenint d by the Party that" now che- 
riſhir intheir* Followers: Mr; Edwards 
in tis Gon272ve mentions it asoneof the 
Errors of 'the Times in which he 
liv'd': And both Presbyteriaris#hd Thde- 
pendents have inveigh'd apainſ{tit;"as a 
Principle of great Looſenels 'atid Vani- 
ty woingy Donnge appear, i ited be. 
I 103 


| 1A oa , 
_ "» , w__— + | bd "% op a * 
x Y . . . a + } * _ ”" if 
| i S 1 x qebor NE | 
f = P . 
k” 63 [4 ” : _ o ©, AY 


# wes 


* _ 
- F< -- E454 > - Robe 4+ 


{ 126 J 


c1:334 Wan" Sor e3csh 
LETTER Iv. 
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\HE lat Ace of Diller 
&- that I ſhall ,meacion, is, Thejr 
ſetting up end encouraging little private 
 S$chools,of: Philoſophy , to-.prepare.and 
qualify,Perſons for che holding of Con: 
Mee -Ggn of this 6 
e is. tratagem is to 
keep.up a:Sncceflionof Faftious [Ceach- 
ers, =nd:t propagute the. Schiſin to ty; 
ture Gegerations ; i There gre ſome 
_ indeed chavtake no Care about the-Rdu- 
cation; of, Gommilſiqn-of: their Holders- 
forth thus Jeave..this Office entirely: to 


the Neural Endowments and- Volubi- 
lity of Gifted Brethren : But chers,, are 


others, and particularly the Presbyteri- 


ans, who being many of them bred up 
in the Univerſities themſelves , and 
thereby-kopwiag ſomething of the Me- 
rthod and Benefit of that Education, 
erat private Schools, wherein they do 
fomething to the like, chough for the 


math _ to very little purpole: They 
are 


__ 
gre:len{ibla of the Neaſayand Uſeful- 
| oy on | for 


7 ape 
of. Lanoing nl be. had or; pretended 
to ,|t9/ give: ſore. ;Countenagcy, to /the 
Cauſe: And.indeed;; a little.of is, with 
a great deal. of, Confidence, wi 89-2 
S704: way to. deceive the Vulgar, - 
+ They know; moreaver, that: the; pre- 
ent Heads of; tha Party are.2ll mortal, 
2nd goiog off the Stage, and, therefore 
laſt -the Fa&iop ſhould dye. wich them, 
Garg: nds be:taken/to raijſeup:; more,. $9 
wwprelerve the. Suceciſion, -and;derive-the 
Lapobare. ro-future Ages! inf. 

| Beſides; , ; the; breeding up, of cheſs 
Eaiſarics, affords'no ſmallGain t0 the. 
preſent -Craftsrmen,' and the-Leadgreare 
kketoget more by their Learpings than 
the People to, whom they: are ſeas, who 
_ are.in.danger.to be milled by them, and 
merely beguil'd by their vain'Philoſophy. 

Thus do; they. erect private Serbige+ 
viedoainR, the maſt. cenowned;Ygivers 
_ PUR qualify-rhemto Keep-up 


private 


( 12%) |) 


private \Conventicles *again(t che-beft 
eftabliſh*s Churcti” in the Chriſtian 
WOO "TINO? ” a IOTTT ANG 
tiger to apho the *Terty'; Al ropa»- 
Site tho Schiſm. ah 
Bac*for 'the” berrer” underſtanding of 
this Device;” let us enquire fntothe Ma- 
ſters and'Scholars of theſe ſeparate 'Aca- 
demies',' _ with the” Leatning 
profeſs'd and'taught in them,” And: 
Fg, For the Heads 'and' Maſters in 
theſe Serninaries : 'They' are buſy not 
only in ſowing Diviſions themſelves; but 
in PRneINg of T _ and ws of 
he at may ſpring up when the 
t6 infeſt &+ Bearch, re 
cha | wood Seed of ſound DoQrine 
preach'd'in it: 'A Noble Employment 
indeed'! and wofthy the Ambaſſadors 
of Chriſt, :to 'be' Teachers -of Schiſm, 
and Promnoters of FaQtion'; and not to be 
content only to divide the Church, /and 
rendthe*Body of Chriſt for their own 
rime, but to breed up others to ſucceed 
them in"this* great Work, and raiſe'a 
new Race of Dilſtorbers, for the Edifi- . 
cation of Poſterity © They are unwilling 
the: Church ſhould: be. ever ſettled in 
Unity #nd'Peace, and therefore are hard 


at work to propagate Difſentions ,, to 
inſtill. 


(129) 
inſtif:theirSophiltry into their Diſciples, 


and to lay:afoundacion for-Diſcord ia fu- 
ture'timics- 157114319 | 


- "But 4f' any of theſe grand Teachers 
of Philoſophy in private: Schools have 
been Graduates 1n- the [Univerſities, as 
we are told ſome of them are, How 
ſhall we" excuſe them from _Perjury,: in 
violating rhe Oaths taken by. them to 
the contrary.? And if any of them have ' 
been' Epiſcopally Ordain'd,, according 
to the:Rites and Orders of the Church 
of England, as 'tis well knowa, ſome of 
them:have been, -What.can they ſay for 
ating thus contrary to the Declarations 
and Subſcriptions [required in it, and 
training up. others /1n Nonconformity 
and oppaſitioa to it? T:think it: will-not 
be. amiſs for theſe. Men to :conlſider, 
whether that tenderneſs of Conſcience 
they ſo-much_ pretend to , can. conlilt 
with the\ Violatioa of thoſe . Engage» 
ments ;/or whether. it- be not either che. 
Weakneſs of their. Heads, or the .Falſe- 
neſs of their Hearts, that: gives them-ſa_. 
_ eaſy a Diſpenſation / from; obſerving [of . 
_ 2. 3... * 


4 


for the Scholars thus train'd. up by 


them; they are plainly. aurs'd up'w-a 
Schiſin, and not only 


taught to go them- 
K {clves, 
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ſelves, but tolead others in the-ways of 
Separation ; whereby: they are-bred up 
Enemies to the: Government, both in - 
Church -and State, mnſ-led from the 
ways of 'Truth and Peace, and {o un- 
happily: diretted out of the. way that 
they ſhould go.. et 
..- But:what.are the Arts and Methods 
.; of Inftruction made uſe of in theſe Se- 
minariesto this purpoſe ? Why, 
Firſt; They/ are taught all the little 
Scruples and Cavils chat have been raiſed 
_ againſt the: Lirurgy: and Diſcipline of 
the Charch, to beget 1n them the greater 
averſionifrom borh. ; # 
.1Next, :T hey are furniſhed with'Sedi- 
tious Books written - againſt them, to 
heighrenand increaſe this averſion. 
.-- Then they are taught nor only topre- 
jer,;buy:ro learn'the;Arr of Extempara- 
xy\\Ettufzons..in Prayer, the \great Idol 
and: ;Support-'of all ſeparate Meetings 3 
..co this:end they are. fometimes put-upon 
. the practuce,and trying their. skill-10 this 
- . Exerciſe, with:DiceQions' to afſilt! theic 
- Javencion, andibelpaheir Flaency: | 
- Aﬀter this they are taught to modulate 
- the; Tone of the Vooice,, ſomerimesrai- 
fing/it; toſach a key'or degree of Yehe- 
_ ence; at-ather-times falling ta ſuch a 
"7 RE» Gnu Cadence, 


4 ' " _ Ty, 
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Cadehct; as may'beft tike and Fork 
up6n*the! 'fancies'6Þ the e People; '* © 
-* Theſt'#nd ſuchlike *Abes; 4p to de- 
eelverkrothe great thinfs that are taught 
in theſs Semitiatiest-Devices nevet heats 
'of or Tearn'd "in any well-eftabliſhet 
Chutch;” arid -urterly deftrutive of- all 
Order and Sdbriety 1 io Religion, - © 
"But whit is it that moves the Difſen- 
ters thus to draw from the Two Famots 
Univerſities of this Land, and to ſer-up 
and"encourage thele private Nurſeries 
againſt them? Why, 

Firft; They know thit the RU ueati- 
on'and '#ood Literature of thoſe Places, 
breed up: Youth-in a due Conformity to 
the Diſcipline and good Orders of the 
Chirch ; and all that are admitted to 
thetfi, are by 'Oaths and'all manner of 
Obligatisn tied to'a frm ddhetence and 
rvahce of them; the" wife 'TInftru- 
Qions' arid” Examples” of thoſe Places, 
train them 'up in 'the way that rhey 
ſhould'go, which keeps them ever after 
from-deparcing from it; So that they 
whoſedelign i it is fo promote and propa- 

per "Diviſions," muſt keep as many as 
they cart from thoſe places, where they 
are rely well tavghr -and arm'd againft 

them. 
* CUES K 2 Thoſe 


f 
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-Thoſs Famqus Scmigaries of- Learn- 
ing and ,ſound-;Religion , haps, euer 
broughs.froth the ſhopreſt 
defend the.  Traeh1990- cools the Ee 
| E- 
ok and; Schilmaticks beaz..no, good 
will to thoſe Places! and Parfnoabaats 
expoſe and fruſtrate their evil -Deligas. 

But che begter +to countegance; theſe 
private Schools}; the-upholders of.:tbea 
endeavour-to faſten the Mn at recige 
» Ales: .ypon_ our: Renowned - 
Learhing and Fd jon: elmo; for 
thew Order and Dikcipline rogether 
with-all other, advantages. and \encou- 
ragementsof good Literature,c they-far 
excel all the 'Uniyerlities ig, the;World, 
and are therefore reſorted ro.and adwired 
by--all- Strangers 3:yet theſe, ; Sons. of 
Slander ſeek not, only. to 1:fſen;.bux,jto 
blacken them too by- their foul, and; Un; 
juſt Aſperſions they delight to: talk of 
the Vices and;:Lookenels * thoſe Places, 
and. call thoſe Schools of the Prophers 
by..no: better name, than Schools: of 
Lewdneſs and; Debauchery; which is 
done, merely to. beget an ill Opinon; of 
them, and to exalttheir litclo Nusſeries 
of Schiſm and Sedition above them; 


Thus 


_ * > - < Ky *"%) if # - % 
- 
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of.its Members,'|and the /hopesiof future 
Fimes:are tounded upoa.the-well,Train- 
ing up ot -choſe.thatlivgto-riem ;; what 
unſpeakable evils muſt enfue from thoſe 
private nurſeries of Ignorance and Diſor- 
der? Which is a matter well worthy 
the. Care and Wiſdom of Superiors to 
prevent, For 

Ever fince the foundation of - the 
Church. hath | beea'\{haken , things in 
the State have been out of courſe : and 
*tis 12 vain to hope for Settlement in 
the Lateer, whilſt the Former remains 
looſe "and unſettled : And therefore 
Chriſt's Vineyard ſhould be fenc'd and 
guarded, not only againft che Wild Boar 
of the Forelt, that would lay it waſte, 
but againſt all the little Foxesthat would 
undermine It. 


To 


"Contelile all; May: che Chbreh 
of 'England ever Contiic 5 10 the Purity 


of its Do&rine,” Worſhip, and” \/ pa 
Pline: May the/Pwo Fanious Uniter- 


Tities'bf- this Kingdom Fill fourith,” to 
ſopply*it with Able, Faithful "and 
Learned 'Paftors : And: 'may Both be fo 
Favoured with the Providence of God, 
and the-ProteQtion of Princes, that the 
Gates of "Hell may never prevail againſt 
Rither: '"Which are the hearty ns 


and Prayer of, 
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THER E: is . another ferviceable: De- 
2} - vice of - Diſſenters that. muſt "not be 
omitted, and that js , Fheir ſertling and 
maintaining a ſecret 'Correſpondence be- 
tween their Brethren in all parts of this and 
the Neighbouring Kingdom ; wherebythey 
communicate to, each other the Deſigns of 
the Party, and join in fecret Methods and 
 Confederacies: to ' promote them. By this 
they give. and take - Meaſures in Ele&ing 
Members for Parllament , and preparing 
Addreftes and Petitions ro them ; hereby 
they- learn and agree in the ſame arts of 
weakening the Church,and ſtrengthening the 
Conventicle, together with all other means 
of forming and advancing 'their: Deſigns. 
And theſe are the more'dangerous, be- 
cauſe they are carried on in' the dark, and 
like: inviſible Darts, wound. without being 
ſeen ; as alſo becauſe they are coloured over 
with a ſeeming Zeal for-Religiow'and Refor- 
mation of \Manners," and carried on with 
Prayer; anda greatſhew of Pzety and Devotion. 
Theſe things are evident, not only" by 
many former Intriegues* managed and pro- 
moted this way, but.more plainly by a late 
Letter written to a Nonconformiſt Teacher, 
. Superſcribed thus, To Mr. Saunders Miniſter 
of - the Goſpel in Oxford ; which by a miſtake 
fell into the hands of another Perſon of the 
ſame Name; a true Copy whereof is as 
followeth ; | | New- 
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Newbury Fune 7, — 98. 
Reverend Sir; | ) © * $-& 
Had a Letter laſt Veek, by the Divettian' o 
" irbe' Committee” of 'Adiniſters. and Gentlenerl 
eppointed at: London, for ſettling a Correſpar- 
dence of the Proteſtant Diſjenting Miniſters and 
Congregations. throughout this \ Kingdom, for the 
Advancement of the. Intereſt: of Religion, © and 
Reformation of Maniers, with the Articles there 
agreed ipori in ordet' thertunto,' and a defire to 
Comminicate them ſpeedily to the. Brethrox- in 
theſe Parts, that (if, pofjible.); a general Meets 
ing:pught be: bad this Shmmer:in London, : -: 
- Purſuant whereunto, "tis defired that you would 
not fat. to come; your ſelf, and bring with you one 
Prugent Perſon of ; Jour © Congregation, choſen far 
that end according to the Method reſold on at 
London) '19 meet ſeveral of - your Brethren, aud 
the Members: of (their reſpt,ve Congregations, 
bert re orer oO Gaye =—_ \In- 
Fart, #6 cbn{(ider of the [aid Fropo/als which: 
/4 kaid befere yau,; and. the pw gk may | yary 
cy 3 > \ one Fat witty 
Tow are; defired Yo be, hire on. Tueſday m7 the 
| Eqening, that; we' may -enter. 1014 our , Work: :on 
Wedaclday. Morning, veſohving ( God willing ) 
10-\/pend. fore time ap; Prayer- befare- pe (be- 
gin Lam, SL R3..-:::{ - T Van 


es ok Mie hes, © 
be. ..- and Servant in the Lord, 
323. 2. Rn Taylor. 
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